Letter  from 
the  Editor 

Books  and  rare  coins  are  the  twin  em¬ 
phases  of  this  issue.  In  the  line  of  books  we 
showcase  some  of  our  most  popular  titles  as 
well  as  some 
of  the  more 
obscure  ones. 
Even  if  you 
buy  just  one 
book,  you  can 
take  a  10% 
discount,  and 
if  your  book 
invoice 
crosses  the 
$100  mark, 
take  a  20% 
discount  on 
your  book  order.  This  is  our  way  of  cutting 
our  profit  in  order  to  get  more  books  on 
your  shelves.  I  know  that  if  I  couldn’t  re¬ 
place  my  reference  library,  I  would  not  sell 
it  for  its  weight  in  gold  (or  platinum  either). 
Probably  nowhere  else  in  numismatics  will 
a  modest  expenditure  repay  you  so  hand¬ 
somely.  For  your  amusement{?)  we’ve  in¬ 
cluded  some  bookish  puns  and  altered  say¬ 
ings  as  “fillers”  on  the  following  pages. 

My  American  Com  Treasiws  {Ktd  Hoards 
book  continues  to  be  a  best  seller,  and  it  is 
just  a  matter  of  time  until  it  is  OUT  OF 
PRINT.  Having  received  a  wholesale  order  for 
SOO  copies  a  few  minutes  ago  (really!),  we 
now  have  fewer  than  a  thousand  copies  on 
hand.  We  will  be  making  a  second  printing, 
but  not  until  next  year.  Yesterday  afternoon 
Barbara  Gregory  telephoned  me  from  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Assodation  Headquarters  in 
Colorado  %>iings  to  adc  if  the  ANA  could  buy 
three  more  copies  of  the  book,  to  help  out 
with  their  backlog  of  requests  to  borrow  iti  I 
rose  to  the  occasion  and  donated  the  copies, 
along  with  some  copies  of  our  Eiiasberg  cata¬ 
logues  of  1996  and  1997,  which  also  have  a 
bng  waiting  list.  White  it  is  fine  tts  borrow 
these  books,  it  is  even  finer  to  possess  your 
own  copies,  especially  as  they  are  available  and 
in  print  right  now  and  are,  in  my  opinion, 
quite  inexpensive  (especially  with  your  dis¬ 
count).  What  could  be  more  idealf 

Rarities  are  always  showpieces.  Empha¬ 
sis  in  this  issue  is  on  scarce,  rare,  and  seldom- 
offered  issues  in  just  about  every  series  imag¬ 
inable.  Of  course,  we  have  lots  of  inexpensive 
coins,  too-these  will  be  listed  in  our  next  Coin 
Collector  and  our  n^  Ran  Coin  Rewew. 

Further,  although  we  believe  tiiat  the 
coins  and  books  we  send  you  are  amoi^  the 
very  finest  you  can  buy,  you  are  the  final 
judge.  If  ft>r  any  reason  whatsoever,  you  are 
not  100%  DEUGHTID  with  the  quality  and 
value  received,  a  refund  awates  you  without 
question.  We  are  not  happy  until  you  are. 

If  you  are  an  old-timer  with  us— and 
quite  a  few  clients  have  been  buying  from  us 
for  over  10,  20,  30,  or  even  over  40  years 
(we  started  selling  coins  in  1953)— you  know 
the  quality,  value,  and  service  to  expect.  If 
this  is  your  first  issue  of  The  Coin  Collector,  I 
invite  you  to  send  us  a  sample  order.  I  know 
you’ll  enjoy  the  experience. 

Thank  you  far  your  business  and  friendship. 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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The  Life  of  a  Collector 


by  Armand  Champa 


The  following  article  is  excepted  from 
commentaries  by  Armand  Champa,  the 
well-known  collector  of  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture.  Indeed,  his  library  of  reference  books, 
auction  catalogues,  and  numismatic  peri¬ 
odicals  was  one  of  the  finest  ever  formed. 

Readers  may  recall  that  in  1972  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  handling  Armand 
Champa’s  coin  collection  at  auction. 
After  selling  his  coins,  his  interest 
turned  to  numismatic  literature.  And 
from  November  1994  through  Novem¬ 
ber  1995  we  sold  his  unsurpassed  pri¬ 
vate  holding  of  American  numismatic 
books,  auction  catalogues,  and  other 
printed  items;  Charles  Davis  was  the 
cataloguer 

Armand,  a  good  friend  of  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  organization  and  long 
a  familiar  figure  at  meetings  of  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society, 
passed  away  March  5,  1997. 

About  the  Author 

I  was  bom  in  Fitchburg,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  but  I  spent  most  of  my  child¬ 
hood  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  My  first 
job  was  selling  newspapers  for  the 
Detroit  News  at  two  cents  a  copy.  On 
some  particularly  good  days  1  made 
as  much  as  56  cents. 

As  a  youngster,  1  played  baseball 
every  day.  My  dream  was  to  become 
a  major  league  player.  Often,  1  would  work 
as  an  usher,  seating  people  at  the  Detroit 
Tigers’  baseball  park.  In  this  way,  1  could 
see  professional  ball  games  for  free.  This 
dretun  carried  over  into  the  1930s,  when 
1  hitchhiked  all  the  way  from  Detroit  to 
Tarpon  Springs,  Florida  to  try  out  for  a 
place  on  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers  team  dur¬ 


ing  early  spring  training.  In  those  days, 
trying  out  was  done  at  your  own  expense, 
and  if  you  were  one  of  the  fortunate  ones, 
you  would  be  assigned  to  one  of  the  mi¬ 
nor  league  teams.  While  1  was  not  se¬ 
lected  as  a  potential  professional,  1  did 
meet  a  lucky  young  kid  by  the  name  of  Leo 


Armand  Champa  in  his  library. 

Durocher,  who  played  second  base.  While 
1  was  in  Florida,  Luke  Hamlin  and  Whitlow 
Wyatt  also  encouraged  my  aspirations. 

During  the  war  years  in  the  ecirly  1940s, 
1  moved  back  to  Fitchburg,  where  1  worked 
for  my  aunt  and  uncle  in  a  restaurant.  It 
was  there  that  1  first  became  interested  in 
coin  collecting.  While  counting  up  the  daily 


receipts,  1  would  pull  out  Indian  Head  cents. 
Standing  Liberty  quarters  and  anything 
else  that  looked  interesting,  and  put  them 
in  a  box  to  save.  Eventually,  in  1942,  I 
opened  a  small  office  where  1  sold  both 
coins  and  stamps.  A  stamp  dealer  named 
Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  of  Shrub  Oak,  New  York, 
would  send  me  large  groups  of  United 
States  postal  stamps  on  approval.  1 
recall  receiving  a  letter  from  him  in 
which  he  said:  “Son,  keep  these  for  30 
days.  What  you  sell,  pay  me,  what  you 
don’t  sell,  return.  Make  yourself  a  little 
profit.”  Herst  went  on  to  become  one 
of  philately’s  most  prominent  figures. 

It  was  also  in  the  1940s  that  1  be¬ 
came  interested  in  roller  skating.  Even¬ 
tually!  became  aroUer-skatingteacher. 
My  first  job  was  in  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  but  soon  1  began  teaching  in 
rinks  around  the  country.  In  1961,  1 
leased  my  first  roller-skating  rink  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  As  it  turned  out, 
1  was  not  the  only  coin-related  person 
in  the  business.  Not  only  was  1  in  good 
company,  but  business  at  my  first  rink 
was  so  excellent  that  1  was  making 
around  the  mid  five  figures  a  year 
before  taxes.  1  would  buy  two  or  three 
double  eagles  every  week  at  the  then- 
going  rate  of  $57  to  $59  apiece.  In  the 
mid  to  late  1960s,  1  started  buying 
pattern  coins  and  eagles,  ending  up 
with  a  necirly  complete  set  of  $10  gold 
eagles,  lacking  only  the  1875.  In  1972,  1 
auctioned  my  pattern  coins  through  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  and  was  extremely 
pleased  with  the  results.  From  there,  1 
turned  to  numismatic  books.  Once  a  col¬ 
lector,  always  a  collector,  so  they  say. 

(continued  on  page  12) 
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COLONIAL  COINS 


Higb<^e  1652  N-1  Kne  Tree  Shiffing 
1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  SUver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-1.  Large 
planchet.  EF-40.  71.5  grains.  Lovely 
silver  gray  surfaces  with  a  slightly 
wavy  planchet.  Prominent  die  breaks 
are  noted  through  the  date.  A  particu¬ 
larly  nice  example  of  a  very  famous 

variety . 5,895 

Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  N-8.  Large  |dancheL 
EF-40.  (PCGS).  Dark  gray  toning.  The 
planchet  is  round  save  for  a  small  void 
at  5:00.  A  very  appealing  specimen  of 

this  historical  coinage . 4,995 

1723  Wood’s  Hihemia  halfpenny. 
Breen-157.  Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64 
BN.  A  splendid  specimen,  glossy  and 
somewhat  prooflike,  with  much  eye 
appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in 
which  a  piece  of  this  era  can  be  ac¬ 
quired  in  gem  Mint  State! . 1,495 

1694  Lmidon  Elephant  token.  Breen-186. 
Thick  planchet.  EF-40  (PCGS).  GOD 
PRESERVE  LONDON.  Attractive  light 
brown  surfaces . 1,095 

Rare  Bolen  Silver  Hi^ey  Copy 
1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in 
silver.  Struck  over  an  Italian  2  lire 
coin.  Kenney-4.  Mint  State.  Light  ton¬ 
ing.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply  struck  and 


Half  Cents 

1808/7  F-15  (PCGS).  Very  dark  brown 
with  minor  corrosion  in  the  left  ob¬ 
verse  field . 500 

1828  13  Stans.  VF-35.  Cleaned  and  nicely 
recolored  with  a  few  minor  rim 

bumps . 55 

1855  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  brown  with  a 
few  small  spots  on  the  rims . 105 

Large  Cents 

1793  Wreath  Net  G-4.  In  a  PCI  “red  label" 

holder  described  as  VG-10,  Scratch 
damage.  Minor  porosity  is  also  evi¬ 
dent . 700 

1 794  S-32.  VF-25.  Sharpness  finer  with 

very  minor  porosity  and  a  few  small 
rim  bumps . 850 

1810  Net  VF-30.  PCI  “red  label”  holder  de¬ 
scribed  as  EF-40,  Environmental  daraa^ 
This  is  actually  a  very  attractive  early 
cent  with  glossy  medium  brown  sm- 
faces.  Very  minor  dark  corrosion  is 
present  behind  the  head  and  a  few  very 

minor  rim  nicks  are  noted . 750 

1818  AU-50.  Cleaned  and  recolored  with 
a  slightly  polished  appearance —  145 
1848  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  decent  coin,  how¬ 
ever,  AU-50  at  best.  Medium  brown 
surfaces  with  lighter  tan  at  the  center 
of  the  reverse . 115 

Small  Cents 

1857  AU-50.  Harshly  cleaned  with  a 
planchet  depression  Idt  of  the  date.  55 

1857  AIT58  (ANACS).  Ught  gold  with  the 

dull  lustre  on  the  obverse . 150 

1858  Indian  pattern.  Judd-212.  EF-45. 

Dark  brown  with  a  few  minor 
scratches  on  the  neck.  This  example  is 
less  attractive  than  most . 625 

1859  AU-55  (ANACS).  Ughtly  cleaned.  105 

1863  AU-58  (ANACS).  U^t  gold  and  rose 

with  a  very  shallow  strike . 35 

1864  CN.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Very  lightly 

cleaned . 95 

187’3  Open  3.  MS-64/60.  Highly  lustrous 
brown  with  tinges  of  red.  The  reverse 
has  three  large  black  spots . 150 

1880  Etoubled  die  with  clcished  reverse. 

MS-60.  First  glance  appearance  of  MS- 
64  Red,  however,  lightly  dipp>ed.  This  is 
a  rare  and  distinctive  vmety . 475 

1881  EF-40  (ANACS).  Cleaned  and  recol¬ 
ored . 12 

1908-S  AU-55  (ANACS).  Very  small  re¬ 
verse  scratch . 95 

191 1-D  AIT50.  Dipped . 40 

191 1-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  U^tly  cleaned.48 
1920  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has 
a  very  short  scratch  on  Lincoln’s  head 

and  a  fingerprint  in  the  field . 45 

1924-D  MS-64 1^  (NGC).  Streaky  gold  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse . 285 

1924- S  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Pale  orange 

and  brown  toning.  Probably  deemed 
and  recolored . 85 

1925- D  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  lightly 

cleaned . 34 


defined  with  excellent  details.  Exceed¬ 
ingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly 
prized  of  Bolen’s  productions.  RicheU'd 
D.  Kenney  in  Struck  Copies  of  Early 
American  Coins  stated  that  just  two 

were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 
1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  Lovely  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 2,995 

1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45. 
Smooth  light  brown  surfaces  which  ctfe 
problem-free.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 2,195 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent  Ryder  2-A. 
Rarity-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive- 
brown  and  problem-free  save  for 

slightly  dull  surfaces . 1,025 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Ml.l-A.  Small 
Head.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive,  glossy 
light  brown  surfaces.  Classic  Machin’s 
Mill  issue  struck  at  Newburgh,  NY,  un¬ 
der  very  interesting  circumstances  (cf. 
Crosby,  et  al. ).  One  of  the  nicest  seen  at 

this  grade  level . 995 

1786  Vermont  “landscape”  Copper 
1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-6.  Raiity-3. 
EF-40.  VERMONTENSIUM  spelling. 
Landscape  type  with  sun  peeping  over 
forested  ridge  obverse  motif;  STELLA 
QUARTA  DECIMA  reverse.  A  very  hand¬ 
some  example  of  an  issue  that  is  fairly 
scarce  in  all  grades,  but  decidedly  rare 

so  fine . 2,695 

1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7.  Rarity-3. 
VF-20.  Landscape  /  STELLA  QUARTA 
DECIMA  style.  Sun  over  forested  ridge, 
always  a  popular  design  type.  Struck 
under  rustic  circumstances  at 


1928-S  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Mostly  red  al¬ 
though  probably  cleaned . 35 

1931-S  MS-62  RD  (ANACS).  Very  minor 

spots . 45 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  reverse  is 

slightly  discolored . 165 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fciint  spot  at  the 
center  of  the  reverse . 65 

Two-Cent  Piece 

1867  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen-2392.  EF- 
40  lightly  cleaned . 75 

Three-Cent  Nickel 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Pede  blue  with  streaky 
gold  toning  and  minor  spots . 285 

Nickels 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Reflective 
ptile  blue  with  traces  of  gold  toning  and  a 

few  spots . 50 

1900  Proof-64  (NGC).  Few  very  minor 

spots . 190 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rather  unat¬ 
tractive  toning . 130 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-63.  Rim  nick  at  4:00  on 

the  obverse . 80 

1954-S  over  D  MS-60.  Dark  grayish  brown 

toning . 39 

1994-P  MS-68  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  the  special 
satin  finish  coin  from  the  Thomas 
Jefferson  commemorative  set.  The  Guide 
Book  lists  these  at  $50  in  MS-65 . 45 

_ Dimes _ 

1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
white  surfaces  with  mottled  deep  gold 

toning . 2,500 

1892-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Faint  mottled  ton¬ 
ing . 315 

1895-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Primarily  white  and 
attractive.  A  few  minor  hairlines  are 

present  on  the  obverse . 385 

1907-0  EF-40.  Very  weakly  struck  with  con- 


Millbrook,  near  Pawlet,  VT . 1,095 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick 
plancheL  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate 
die  state  with  a  die  bre2dc  attached  to 
the  upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not 

affecting  the  D  in  GOLD . 1,195 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Type 
of  &ieen-l  156-1 158.  Lettered  edge.  MS- 
60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE 
IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL. 
An  exceptionally  nice  example  with  a 
generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red. 

Rare  so  fine! . 1 ,295 

1794  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
token.  Breen-1077.  Proof-63  BN.  With 
superb  quality  surfaces.  Struck  in  cop¬ 
per,  circa  early  1890s,  by  J.  Rochelle 
Thomas,  using  original  dies.  On  the 
Thomas  issue  the  tails  of  the  R’s  turn 
upward.  Obverse  motif  of  Neptune  as 
the  River  God.  A  splendid  “association 
item”  for  the  collector,  a  muling  that 
will  add  to  the  interest  of  cmy  cabinet. 

One  of  the  finest  seen . 995 

1796  Collier  Cmnpany  of  Uiqter  Canada 
Superb  Proof 
Mtgor  Rarity 

1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada. 
Struck  in  copper.  “Myddelton”  style 
obverse  by  Kuchler.  Proof-64  BN 
(PCGS).  A  splendid  Proof  with  rich 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  accented 
with  iridescent  blue.  An  aesthetic  treat, 
one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  and  very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is 
believed  that  this  emd  related  pieces 
were  struck  circa  1802-1803  as  samples 
of  the  engraving  skills  of  the  Soho  Mint, 
Birmingham.  A  major  opportunity  for 


centric  rainbow  toning . 45 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning  with 

a  few  minor  mcirks  on  the  cheek. . 450 

1924-S  MS-62FB  (NGC).  Ughtly  toned.  475 
1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  white  lustre 
with  faint  p)eripheral  toning.  Tiny  scratch 

in  the  obverse  field . 875 

1931-D  MS-66FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  white  sur¬ 
faces . . . 425 

19354)  MS-65FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  white  with 
splashes  of  gold  and  blue  toning . 350 

_ Quarters _ 

1828  VF-20.  Deeply  toned  and  possibly 

cleaned  long  ago . $200 

1854  MS-63  <NGC).  Lustrous  white  with 

faint  toning  2dong  the  edge . . . 975 

1892-0  MS-64.  Attractive  white  lustre.  475 
1917-D  Type  1.  MS-64FH  (PCGS).  Attractive 
white  surfaces,  however,  just  average 

quality  for  the  grade . 675 

1917-5  Type  2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  white 

luster . 825 

1924-S  MS-64.  Nearly  full  head  details.  A 
very  attractive  coin . 925 

Half  Dollars 

1839  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40.  Cleaned  with  a 

bright  obverse  scratch . 100 

1976  MS-60  (ANACS).  35%  Off-center. ...  99 

Silver  Dollars 

1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (ANACS). 

VAM-38.  Ughtly  toned  on  the  reverse.60 
1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (ANACS).  VAM- 
84.  Ughtly  toned  on  the  obverse,  slightly 

denker  reverse . 29 

I879-S  MS62  (ANACS).  Ughtly  cleaned.  17 

Commemora  lives 

1921  Alabama.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  lustre 
with  faint  gold  toning  along  the  rims  and 

severed  tiny  spots . $600 

1921  Alabama.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  sil- 


the  connoisseur . 9,750 

1783  Georgius  Triumpho.  Breen-1184. 

AU-50  (PCGS) . 995 

(1795)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security 
penny.  Breen-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS). 
A  large  and  impressive  coin.  Pleasing 
medium  brown  with  olive  highlights 

cmd  faint  traces  of  mint  red . 2,150 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent  Newman  6-W.l. 
Rarity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces 
with  lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splen¬ 
did  sjjeclmen  in  every  respect . 1,895 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent  N  12-X.  MS-63. 
Attractive  medium  brown  surfaces. 

You’ll  like  the  quality! . 1,895 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent  Kessler-Newman- 
12-X.  MS62  RB  (PCGS).  Much  original 
mint  red  still  remains.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample.  Undoubtedly  from  the  Bank  of 
New  York  Hoend  of  long  ago  (for  detadls 
see  Q.  David  Bowers’  book,  American 

Coin  Treasures  cmd  Hoards) . 2,250 

1792  Mint  Pattern 
Rare  1792  Copper  Disme 
1792  Copper  disme.  PoUock-l  1,  Judd-10. 
Rarity-6-f.  P-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  In¬ 
termingled  tan  and  chocolate  toning 
with  porosity  noted  on  both  surfaces. 
The  designs  are  clearly  distinguishable 
as  to  type,  and  much  of  the  lettering 
can  be  read,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
The  edge  reeding  is  verticcil  rather  than 
diagonal;  a  feature  shared  by  the 
Norweb  specimen.  Dr.  Judd  claimed 
that  the  1792  dismes  had  diagonal  reed¬ 
ing  and  it  may  be  that  some  examples 
show  that  feature.  We  doubt  that  more 
than  15  specimens  of  the  Veniety  could 
be  traced  in  all  numismatics.  An  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  numismatist 
who  desires  18th-century  delicacies, 
but  who  does  not  want  to  spend  the 


very  white  with  a  few  minor  scrapes 
and  splashes  of  deep  gold  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Old  holder . 585 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Actually  much 
nicer,  perhaps  MS-64,  however,  the  ob¬ 
verse  has  heavy  hairline  scratches, 
probably  from  improper  cleaning.  325 

1935  Arkansas.  MS65  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

ivory-white  with  a  few  minor  defects. 
Lacquered . . . 175 

1936  Arkemsas.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  few  too 
many  marks  to  qualify  as  this  grade.235 

19360  Arkansas.  MS-62.- Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  numerous  obverse  marks.  55 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Fresh, 
brilliant  obverse  with  light  fingerprint 
toning  on  the  reverse. . . 8 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64,  Brilliant  with  a 
small  strecik  of  copper  toning  on  the 
obverse.  Lacquered . 210 

1893  Columbian.  VF.  Cleaned  with  hair¬ 
lines . 6 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep 

golden  brown  toning  with  brilliant  blue 
around  the  edges . . . 450 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS64.  The  Confederate 
soldier  has  a  bagmark  on  his  cheek250 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliemt  emd  lus¬ 
trous  with  noticeable  hairlines.  Some 


dusky  white  toning  is  noted . 1,050 

1920  Maine.  MS-63.  Polished . 80 


1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Faint  traces  of  gold 
toning.  Few  very  minor  hairlines.  160 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65  (NGC).  Quite  at¬ 
tractive  with  colorful  lilac,  rose,  and 
blue  toning.  A  few  splashes  of  darker 
brown  toning  are  also  present . 210 

1948-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant  obverse.  The  reverse  is  subdued 
by  faint  gray-brown  toning . 50 

20‘‘Piece  Collection 

The  following  coins  are  included  in  a 
20-piece  collection . $1,375 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Very  lightly 
deemed;  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-63.  Sub¬ 
dued  luster  yet  attractive;  1936 
Bridgeport.  MS-63.  Minor  hairlines;  1952 
Carver-Washington.  MS-60;  1936  Cleve¬ 
land.  MS-63.  Lightly  cleaned;  1892 
Columbian.  MS-63.  Reflective  surfaces 
with  light  hairlines;  1924  Huguenot.  MS- 
62.  Cleaned;  1925  Lexington.  MS-60. 
Poiished;  1936  Long  Island.  MS-60.  Pol-, 
ished;  1920  Maine.  MS-60.  Cieaned; 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Very  attractive 
with  briliiant  luster.  Bright  parallel 
scratches  (slidemarks)  are  noted  on  the 
obverse;  1926-S  Oregon.  AU-58.  Very 
lightly  cleaned;  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant  luster.  An  attractive  example; 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS^2.  Light  hair¬ 
lines;  1936  Robinson.  MS-60.  Lightly 
cleaned;  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63.  At¬ 
tractive  with  frosty  brilliance;  1926 
Sesquicentennial.  MS-62.  Polished:  1925 
Stone  Mountain.  AU-58.  Clecmed  yet  at¬ 
tractive;  1934  Texas.  MS-62.  Briiliant  and 
attractive  with  a  slightiy  weak  strike; 
1946-S  BTW.  MS-63.  Subdued  white  lus¬ 
tre  with  a  small  spot  on  the  reverse. 


Special 

Reduced 


on  this  select  group  of  coins 

Each  item  listed  is  one  of  a  kind  in  our  inventory  and  is  offered  here 
at  a  special  discount  price.  The  majority  of  coins  here  came  from  various 
collections  v^e  have  purchased  and  have  not  previously  been  offered  to 
our  customers.  Of  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  and  our  usual  return 
policy  does  apply. 
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better  part  of  $100,000  for  a  high-grade 
example . 13,950 


Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to 
Walter  Breen ’s  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S. 
Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

Exceptional  1804  Spiked  Chin 
1804  Breen-7.  Cohen-8.  Spiked  Chin. 
MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  surfaces.  This 
represents  an  exceptional  quality 
specimen  of  this  popular  and  inter¬ 
esting  variety . 2,750 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Steins.  MS63 
BN  (PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 1,650 

Superb  Proof-65  1850  l/2( 

1850  B-1,  C-1.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB 
(PCGS).  A  handsome  example  having 
sharp  frosty  devices  and  blcizing  mirror 
fields.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  blue  and  violet.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  intermingled  blue  and  violet 
at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint 
red  at  the  border.  Approximately  12 
examples  are  known . 1 1,500 


LARGE  CENTS 


1803  Sheldon-258.  Small  Date,  Large  Frac¬ 
tion,  Short  Fraction  Bar.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
Superb  dark  brown  surfaces  with  the 

devices  framed  by  lighter  tcui . 995 

1803  S-262.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction. 
VF-20.  A  very  rare  die  variety  in  any 
grade;  especially  so  at  the  level  offered 
here.  This  attractive  cent  will  be  highly 


prized  by  its  next  owner . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Attractive  brown  sur¬ 
faces . '. . 1,295 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 
1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lus¬ 
trous,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above 
average  strike.  A  truly  outstanding 
specimen  of  what  is  considered  to  be 
the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814  Classic 

Head  series . 4,995 

1814  S-294.  Crosslet  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A 
nice  possibility  for  a  type  set.  Nicely 
struck,  as  cents  of  this  date  typically 

are . 1,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Es¬ 
pecially  bold  strike . 2,250 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces. . . 2,095 

1817  Newcomb-11.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 
Highly  lustrous.  Probably  from  the 
Randall  Hoard.  As  a  date,  the  1817  is 
considerably  scarcer  than  the  usually 
seen  Randall  Hoard  coins  dated  1818 

and  1820 . 1,295 

1821  N-1.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  important 
date.  This  lovely  piece  will  be  an  attrac¬ 
tion  in  any  fine  collection  of 
middle-date  cents . 1,495 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 

1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN.(NGC). 

Lustrous,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  early  Matron 
Head  date,  one  that  was  not  repre¬ 
sented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 

Splendid  1823/2  Cent 

1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces. 
An  attractive  specimen  of  this  highly 
prized  date  (and  overdate).  A  great 
“find”  for  the  collector  of  “middle-date” 
cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1823  Restrike  cent,  copper,  very  early 

striking  without  obverse  die  break. 
MS-63.  Light  brown  surfaces  with  tinges 
of  electric  blue  and  mint  red.  This  is  the 
famous  1823  restrike,  but  in  a  very  rare 
form,  early,  probably  dating  from  circa 
1862,  from  rusted  dies,  as  always,  but 
lacking  the  prominent  obverse  die  breaks 
seen  on  over  90%  of  those  surviving.  A 
showpiece  for  the  advanced  large  cent 
specialist . 1,985 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lus¬ 

trous  brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some 
we  have  seen  offered  at  the  Mint  State 
level,  which  goes  to  prove  that  it  is 
worthwhile  to  pick  and  choose.  Cer¬ 
tainly  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1826 
cents  you  will  ever  see! . 1 ,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 

1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A 
glossy,  lustrous  gem  specimen  of  a  date 
that  is  fairly  elusive  in  higher  grades. 
Die  break  among  left-side  stars;  die 
breaks  on  neck.  A  prize  coin  that  will  be 
long  appreciated  and  admired.  ...2,970 

1827  N-1 1.  MS63  BN.  Light  brown  fields, 

medium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  this  date,  quite 
scarce  so  fine . 2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 

1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields, 

glossy  and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  in  every  regard . 2,850 

1830  N-6.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  A 
splendid  specimen  at  this  grade  level  of 
a  classic  key  issue  among  cents  of  this 

era . 1,195 

Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 

1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much 
fiery  mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a 
light  brown.  A  show-stopper,  a  daz¬ 
zling  gem . 2,350 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Classic  1856  Flying  Eagle  Gent 

1856  Proof-30  (PCGS).  An  inexpensive 

(in  proper  context)  specimen  of  this, 
one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  American 
coin  rarities,  a  great  classic.  Quite  at¬ 
tractive . 5,295 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant, 

and  lustrous  specimen  of  the  first  year 
of  regular  issue  coinage.  Far  above  av¬ 
erage  strike . 2,375 

1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
very  beautiful . 2,375 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  “high-end”  lustrous 
gem  coin,  especially  choice  and  mount¬ 
ing  a  serious  challenge  to  the  MS-65 
grade  (as  you  will  see  when  it  ctfrives  in 


This  is  a  “Must  Have”! 

United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 


By 

Q.  Damd  Bowers 
The  definitive 
work  about  Ameri¬ 


can  gold  coins. 

When  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to 
know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
(and  quoted  from) 
this  book.  Award 
winner.  8-l/2byl  1 
inches,  415  pages, 
illustrated  with 
color  plates. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95. 

Special  net:  $47 


Have  a  Great  Time  Collecting  Coins  with... 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
GALLERIES 

'‘Your  friends  in  the  rare  coin  business” 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  deep  in  the  heart 
of  New  England,  we  really  enjoy  coins.  Numismatics  is  more 
than  a  business:  it  is  a  way  of  life.  Each  day  brings  with  it 
some  new  experiences  and  activities. 

Our  “mission  statement”  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  is  to  enjoy  what  we  are  doing  and,  at  the  same 
time,  treat  our  clients— both  buying  and  selling— as  we  our¬ 
selves  would  like  to  be  treated. 

If  you  are  a  buyer  of  coins,  our  objective  is  to  provide  you  with  the  quality  coins 
you  desire  at  prices  you  will  find  to  be  reasonable.  When  acquiring  coins  for  our  in¬ 
ventory,  we  select  each  one  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  Each  coin  from  this  issue  of  The 
Coin  Collector  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  (seven  days  for  certified 
coins).  We  guarantee  you’ll  find  every  coin  to  be  exactly  to  your  liking,  or  you  can 
return  it;  no  explanation  necessary. 

When  acquiring  coins,  we  either  buy  collections  and  individual  pieces  outright  for 
our  inventory,  or  offer  what  we  consider  to  be  a  really  fine  auction  service. 

By  treating  our  clients  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated,  we  have  built 
what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  America  today.  Since  our 
founding  in  1953,  we  have  handled  a  large  share  of  the  finest  private  and  museum 
collections  and  rarities  to  come  on  the  market.  Our  catalogues  and  other  publications 
have  won  more  Catalogue  of  the  Year  Award  and  Book  of  the  Year  Award  honors 
than  have  those  of  any  other  firm. 

Our  chairman,  Q.  David  Bowers,  has  served  as  president  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (1983-1985)  and  die  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (1977-1979), 
and  has  received  numismatics’  highest  honors  including  the  Numismatic  Ambassador 
Award,  the  A.N.A.  Half  of  Fame,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  and  the  P.N.G.  Founders’ 
Award. 

Our  staff  numismatists  including  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail 
Watson,  Beth  Piper,  and  others,  have  had  distinguished  careers  for  many  years. 

I  have  served  as  president  of  the  P.N.G. ,  have  received  the  P.N.G.’s  highest 
honor— The  Abe  Kosoff  Founders  Award,  and  am  active  in  quite  a  few  other  areas  as 
well.  I  am  enthusiastic  about  coins,  about  our  fine  organization,  and  about  having  you 
as  a  client. 

From  our  headquarters  building  we  are  a  prime  source  of  choice,  rare,  and  desir¬ 
able  coins  for  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  In  addition, 
we  conduct  public  auction  sales  in  New  York  City,  Baltimore,  Los  Angeles,  and  other 
leading  metropolitan  centers. 

Let  us  help  you  build  a  truly  beautiful  rare  coin  collection. 

And,  along  the  way,  we’ll  do  our  best  to  make  the  hobby  as  enjoyable  for  you. 


your  mailbox) . 1,095 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  es¬ 

pecially  nice  strike  with  a  good  quotient 
of  eye  appeal.  Equal  to  or  finer  than 
some  we’ve  seen  pegged  at  the  MS-65 
level . 1,195 

Indian  Head  Cents 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  attractive  example  of  the  issue.  995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lustrous 
surfaces,  cm  especicilly  nice  example  of 
this  issue.  In  fact,  we  recently  bought 
three  pieces.  Each  has  been  cherrypicked 
for  quality.  Buy  one  for  only . 995 

1869/9  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Avery  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice 
mixture  of  brown  toning  with  fiery  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Another  Indian  cent  for 


the  discriminating  buyer . 1,650 

1869/9  MS-64  BN . 975 


1872  MS64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the 
attractive  “wood  grain”  toning  effect 
sometimes  seen  on  pristine  (uncleaned) 
examples  of  this  date,  lending  cm  extra  di¬ 
mension  of  quality  and  desirability.  A  key 
date  in  remarkably  fine  condition. ...  925 
1877  EF-40.  Medium  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Always  in  demand  as  the  centerpiece 
date  in  an  Indian  cent  set .  1,195 

Lincoln  Cents 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  David 
Lange,  author  of  the  excellent  book.  Com¬ 
plete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  published  by 
us  last  year.  At  the  recent  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  award  ceremony,  held  in 
New  York  City,  this  volume  took  high 
honors,  and  deservedly  so.  If  Lincoln 
cents  are  your  forte,  a  copy  belongs  in 
your  library — and  this  can  be  accom¬ 
plished  easily  by  checking  our  listing  of 
books  for  sale  in  the  present  issue! 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  About 
90%  full  original  red;  with  more  “red” 
than  some  we’ve  seen  called  MS-65 


Red! .  1,350 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  re¬ 
verse;  discernible,  but  not  as  sharp  as 
usually  seen.  An  item  for  the  price-con¬ 
scious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  sur¬ 
faces  resuiting  from  an  old  cleaning. 


Still  desirable  and,  of  course,  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of  coin  for  the 
money.” . 1,095 


1864  Small  Motto.  MS63  BN  (PCGS).  The 
key  variety  among  early  two-cent 
pieces.  Rare  and  in  demand.  At  least  50 
to  100  times  more  elusive  than  the  usu- 
cilly-seen  Large  Motto  style . 950 


NICKEL  3<  PIECES 


Gem  1877  Three  Cents 
1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the 
nickel  three-cent  piece  series.  This 
splendid  coin  is  a  “high  end”  Proof-65 
and  will  satisfy  the  most  discriminating 
buyer.  Few  equivalent  quality  pieces 

exist  anywhere . 2,250 

Splendid  1877  Proof 
1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Here  is  a 
second  splendid  example  of  this  clas¬ 
sic . 2,250 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
toning.  Rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent 
piece  of  the  decade,  and  about  twice  as 
rare  as  the  1887/6 . 1,050 


SILVER  3C  PIECES 


1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
Popular  overdate  variety . 1,195 

book!  A  book! 
My  kingdom 
fora  book!” 

— Shakespeare 
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Book  o£  the  Year! 

Louis  E.  Eliasbergy  Sr. :  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his  equally 
fascinating  collection  which,  when  sold,  realized  $44.9  milhon!  You  must  have  this  book 
in  your  hbrary!  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches,  hardbound,  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second  printing. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A.  List  $62.50. 

Special  net.  $50 


Special  Bonus  Offer 


If  you  order  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr,  biography  offered  above  you  can  purchase  the 
deluxe  hardbound  edition  of  the  April  1997  sale  of  his  cohecdon,  featuring  half  dimes 
through  commemoratives,  including  the  famous  1804  dollar,  1885  trade  doEar  and  more  for 
just  $70 — a  savings  of  $30!  Catalogue  of  the  Year  honors  were  bestowed  upon  this 
important  catalogue  with  more  than  a  dozen  color  plates  highlighting  the  coMection.  History 
was  made,  records  were  set,  and  aE  this  can  be  at  your  fingertips  in  your  personal  hbrary. 


Gem  1863/2  Three  Cents 
1863/2  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Superb  lilac  and 
magenta  toning  of  the  type  one  usually 
sees  only  when  old-time  collections  are 
brought  to  market.  This  is  one  of  the 
highest  quality  pieces  in  existence  of 

this  overdate . 3,950 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in 
this  grade  level.  Graded  MS-63,  but 
probably  if  you  were  to  grade  it  MS-64 
few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words, 

this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just 
a  hint  of  light  toning  on  the  obverse. 
This  1868  is  particularly  choice  and 
beautiful.  If  you  could  find  10  Proofs  at 
the  Proof-65  level  and  put  them  side  by 
side,  this  would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list 
in  terms  of  quality  and  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal .  1,695 

1868  MS63  (NGQ.  Gray  cmd  lilac  toning. 
Very  rare  date,  and  in  business  strike 
form  far  rarer  than  in  Proof  format.  1,795 


NICKEL  5C  PIECES 


Shield  Nickels 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5C 
1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
gem  example  having  sharp  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  A 
winner  from  any  angle!  You  can  search 
a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this  one! 
High  numerical  grade  and  high  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  combined.  You’ll  really 
like  having  this  in  your  collection! 
Shield  nickels  with  reverse  rays  were 


Mike  Thorne's  Review 

In  a  recent  issue  of  Coins  magazine. 
Dr.  Mike  Thorne  reviewed  the  fine 
book  by  David  Lange,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  which  we  pub¬ 
lished  recently.  He  concluded  by  stat¬ 
ing,  “This  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to 
any  library  of  Lincoln  cents,  which 
probably  includes  just  about  everyone 
who  collects  US  coins.” 

Of  course,  this  is  an  appropriate 
spot  for  us  to  suggest  that  you  order  a 
copy  for  your  own  library! 

And,  at  our  special  discount  price, 
how  can  you  wait  even  a  minute  longer 
without  owning  a  copy?!  See  page  1 1 . 


coined  in  1866  and  1867  only  and  conse¬ 
quently  are  eagerly  sought  by  type 
collectors . 4,650 

1877  Proof-45  (PCGS).  A  Proof  coin  that 
spent  a  year  or  two  in  circulation.  An 
opportunity  to  acquire  an  inexpensive 
(relatively  speaking)  example  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  rarity . 1,295 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1912- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 

per  of  attractive  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  low-mintage 
issue,  recognized  as  a  key  Liberty  nickel 
from  virtually  the  year  it  was  minted. 
However,  not  many  people  collected 
them  back  then,  and  relatively  few  were 
saved.  The  great  interest  in  collecting 
Liberty  nickels  by  date  and  mintmark 
did  not  arise  until  the  flourishing  of 
Wayte  Raymond’s  album  business  in 
the  1930s.  Today,  the  1912-S  in  any 
grade  is  in  strong  demand . 1,300 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Superb  1913S  Type  II  Nickel 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Very  sharply  struck  with  attractive 
golden  surfaces.  This  is  an  important 
“condition  rarity”  among  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els . 3,650 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Another  lovely  Buffalo.  Sure  to 
please . 975 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  elusive  in  this  high  grade  and 
in  the  quality  of  the  example  here  of¬ 
fered.  A  splendid  item  for  the 
connoisseur . 1,150 

1918-D  MS64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A 
superb  strike,  and  worthy  of  close  atten¬ 
tion  and  interest  for  this  fact,  in 
addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS-64.  If 
you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the 

1918- D  Buffalo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade 

and  line  them  up  in  a  row,  we  expect 
this  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  group, 
qucility-wise!  A  find  for  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist . 2,295 

1918- D  MS63  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  and 

iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  most  aes¬ 
thetically  pleasing  examples  we  have 
ever  seen  of  the  1918-D.  Interesting  ob¬ 
verse  die  break . 1,250 

Gorgeous  1919-D  Nickel 

1919- D  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attrac¬ 
tive  light  golden  toning.  This  gorgeous 

1919- D  is  one  of  the  nicest  examples  we 

have  had  in  recent  years.  An  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  connoisseur  to  acquire  a 
truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo  nickel 
that  will  be  displayed  with  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come . 2,450 


Gem  1919-S  Nickel 

1919- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  toning.  A  splendid  coin  of 
gem  quality;  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled,  a  coin  that  out¬ 
ranks  some  we’ve  seen  graded  as 
MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you’ll 
really  enjoy  having  this  as  a  centerpiece 
in  your  collection . 4,895 

Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 

1920- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre 
with  toning  in  blue  and  gold.  Very  at¬ 
tractive.  A  superb  strike  for  a  1920-S. 
Quality  such  as  this  is  very  difficult  to 
find.  A  true  prize  from  among  our  re¬ 
cent  acquisitions,  this  1920-S  will 
delight  the  connoisseur  and  advemced 
numismatist.  Certainly,  this  variety  in 
this  grade  is  one  of  the  key  issues  to 
completing  a  Buffalo  nickel  set.  ..4,150 

Superb  MS65  1921^  5( 

1921- S  MS65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  excimple 

cuid  certcdnly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had 
the  opportunity  to  offer  in  recent  times. 
The  surfaces  are  satiny  and  most  design 
features  are  bold.  Delicately  toned  in 
pastel  golden  brown  and  gray,  with  hints 
of  pale  blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
1921-S  is  cin  importcmt  condition  rmity  at 
the  MS-65  level . . . 4,750 

Gem  1921-S  Nickel 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  delicate  toning.  A  coin  that 
has  it  all:  high  grade,  nice  strike,  and, 
equally  important,  superb  aesthetic 
appeal.  A  true  “wonder  coin”  for  the 

Buffalo  nickel  specialist . 3,465 

Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  light  toning,  a  far  above  average 
strike,  and  superb  eye  appeal.  A  tre¬ 
mendous  “find”  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur.  This  MS-64  piece,  very 
nicely  struck,  is  worth  more  in  our  opin¬ 
ion  (although  we  are  not  charging 
more),  than  an  MS-65  or  MS-66  piece  of 
average  strike  would  be  worth.  Quality 
comes  to  the  forefront  with  this  coin, 
and  if  you  want  a  gem,  this  is  it! ..  5,650 
1924-S  Rarity 

1924-S  MS63.  Full  strike.  Gold  tmd  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 3,450 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning.  One  of  the 
rarest  of  all  Buffalo  nickels  at  this  grade 
level.  A  great  find  for  the  speciadist  who 
wants  a  high-grade  piece  at  a  relatively 
low  (considering  the  variety)  price. 
Both  considerations  come  together 
nicely  in  this  coin.  Probably  worth 
more  than  the  price  we  ask,  which  is 
only . ; . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Far  above  average 

strike.  Remarkable  for  its  quality,  and  in 
this  condition,  rare . 1,850 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

very  beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  An  outstanding  specimen,  an 
especially  nice  strike,  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  (in  this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  se¬ 
ries.  Another  splendid  coin,  another 
find  for  the  specialist . 1,850 

Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 

1926- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A 
splendid  coin  with  light  rose  and 
golden  toning,  a  wonderful  example  of 
this  key  date  and  mintmark — a  variety 
which  is  traditionally  one  of  the  very 
last  to  be  acquired  in  a  specialized  col¬ 
lection  This  piece  is  certainly  one  of  the 


am  not  a  book. 
— Nixon 

finest  Buffalo  nickels  of  any  date  or 
mintmark  to  come  on  the  market  in  re¬ 
cent  times.  How  lucky  we  are  to  have  it 
in  stock,  and  how  lucky  you  are  to  have 
the  chance  to  purchase  it.  Certainly, 
this  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  fine  col¬ 
lection . 10,525 

Beautiful  Gem  1928-S 
1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
blue  and  iridescent  toning  over  shcuply 
struck,  lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  diffi¬ 
cult  issue  to  find  at  this  grade  level, 
cdthough  the  issue  is  relatively  available 
in  lower  grades.  A  great  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brillicmt  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the 
borders.  The  fields  have  a  texture  inter¬ 
mediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike, 
an  unusual  feature  for  the  era.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy 


owning . 1,450 

1934-D  MS65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 


1936  Type  1.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brillicmt. 
This  is  one  of  the  earliest  Proofs  made 
in  1936,  and  has  fields  that  are  some¬ 
what  between  an  earlier  Matte  Proof 
finish  and  the  later  brilliant  or  mirror 

style . 1,050 

Mint  State  I937-D  3-Legged 
1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled  of  this  curious  die  anomaly, 
sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 
tion . 3,450 


HALF  DIMES 


Choice  1800  Half  Dime 
1800  Valentine-1.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tively  toned  in  deep  russet  and  light 
blue.  A  high-grade  and  artisticcilly  satis¬ 
fying  example  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination 
with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really 

choice!  You’ll  like  this  one. ..; . 3,695 

1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64 
(NGC).  The  central  areeis  are  brilliant 
changing  to  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
fields  show  considerable  prooflike 
character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with 
some  certified  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is 

it! . 1,385 

1835  V-6.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Sharp  cmd  lustrous.  A  beauty. 
Another  piece  that  could  take  MS-65 
honors . 1,395 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Flat-Top  1. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  A  remarkable  situation! 
We  have  purchased  three — count 
them;  three! — examples  of  the  1837  half 
dime  without  stars,  with  flat-top  1  in 
date.  Each  piece  is  attractive,  very  lus¬ 
trous,  and  with  beautiful  mint  frost.  If 
you  have  been  searching  for  a  high- 
quality  example  for  your  type  set,  buy 
one  of  these.  We  also  note  that  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  the 
Flat-Top  1  variety  is  much  rarer  in 
choice  condition  than  the  Peak-Top  1 
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Best  Seller! 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 
You’ll  have  houn  of 
fascinating  reading  as 
this  best  seller  brings 
you  22  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  chapters  filled 
with  stories  of  treasures 
hidden,  lost,  found, 
and  some  waiting  to  be 
found.  Thousands  of 
copies  have  been  sold 
as  the  book  is  taking 
the  collecting  commu¬ 
nity  by  storm.  8-l/2by 
1 1  inches,  hardbound, 
456  illustrated  pages. 


Stock  No.  BBM-404.  list  $59.95. 

Special  net:  $50 


type,  which  may  be  the  case  (although 
our  own  experience  differs).  In  any 
event,  we  are  charging  no  extra  pre¬ 
mium  for  any  additional  rarity  that  the 
variety  might  have.  Here,  indeed,  is  a 
marvelous  opportunity . 1,595 

Notable  18440  Half  Dime 
18440  V-1.  Medium  O.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Nicely  toned  in  light  gold  with  a  hint  of 
sea  blue.  Rare  this  nice . 2,695 

Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 
1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 
more  interesting  overdates  of  the  se¬ 
ries,  a  nice  addition  to  even  the  finest 

cabinet . 3,250 

Gem  18540  Half  Dime 
18540  Arrows.  MS^5  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen,  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled.  A  great  find 
for  the  connoisseur.  One  of  the  prize  is¬ 
sues  in  our  half  dime  inventory.  ..  3,950 
18540  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium 
blue  and  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid 
coin  of  a  quality  seldom  seen  except 
when  old-time  collections  are  brought 

on  the  market . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden 

toning  around  the  rims . 1,095 

1858  Inverted  Date.  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  frosty  with  some  light  golden  toning. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  glaring  diecutting 
errors  of  the  19th  century.  The  date  was 
first  cut  upside  down  and  then  corrected! 


A  “fun”  coin  you’ll  enjoy  having  in  your 
collection.  The  die  blunder  is  sharply 
visible  under  low  magnification. ..  1,750 
1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces 
with  delicate  toning.  Important  sub- 
type  with  hollow  star  points  and 
slightly  differently  configured  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty . 1,650 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  issue 
is  relatively  available  in  lower  grades, 
but  is  fairly  elusive  in  Mint  State,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  high  preservation 

offered  heje . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  E^p)ecially  lustrous 
and  brillicint.  A  splendid  specimen,  not 

often  seen . 1,050 

1863^  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  1863- 
S  combines  high  grade,  great  eye 
appecil,  and  a  generous  measure  of  rar¬ 
ity.  A  true  find  for  the  connoisseur  cmd 
specialist . 1,575 

1864  MS-63.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue 

toning.  A  business  strike,  not  a  Proof, 
and  thus  of  great  rarity . 1,295 

1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem 

with  light  lilac  toning.  The  1865  is  one  of 
the  most  desirable  dates  of  the  half 
dime  series.  Not  only  is  the  Proof  mint¬ 
age  low  Oust  500  pieces),  but  business 
strikes  are  rare  as  well . 1,750 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  giving  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent 
toning  on  the  rims.  A  superb  and 
numismaticcilly  memorable  specimen  of 
one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the 
half  dime  series . 1,450 


A  Review  by  Peter  Rexford 

The  following  review  is  by  Peter  Rexford,  in  his  column  “Stamp  and  Coin  Exchange,” 
in  the  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,  Sunday,  May  IS,  1997. 

Without  question,  there  are  billions  of  dollars  in  hidden  treasure  out  there  just 
waiting  to  be  discovered.  And  although  few  of  us  can  expect  riches  from  an  eccen¬ 
tric  old  aunt,  there’s  now  a  new  book  that  might  be  of  help. 

Hot  off  the  numismatic  press  is  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards:  Fortunes  Lost! 
Fortunes  Found!  Fortunes  Waiting  To  Be  Discovered!  Penned  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  ar¬ 
guably  the  hobby’s  most  prolific  author  (as  well  as  my  favorite),  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards  is  456  pages  of  pure  motivation  and  excitement. 

Most  of  the  book’s  22  chapters  reveal  intriguing  histories  about  coin  hoards,  bul¬ 
lion  caches,  paper  money  reserves  and  lost  treasures  found  over  the  last  few  centu¬ 
ries.  Each  of  the  accounts  details  the  facts  and  circumstances  guaranteed  to  lure  any 
reader  into  wondering  if  he  too  might  be  able  to  uncover  similar  riches,  be  it  a  single 
coin  or  a  bag  of  gold  nuggets. 

Some  of  the  locations  where  rare  coins  and  paper  money  were  unearthed  might 
seem  obvious,  such  as  the  cornerstone  of  the  Mansion  House  in  Philadelphia,  from 
which  an  extremely  rare  and  valuable  1 809  penny  was  recovered,  or  the  vast  troves 
recovered  from  sunken  treasure  ships.  And  others  required  a  bit  more  luck,  like  the 
gold  coins  hidden  near  a  lake  on  an  Indian  reservation,  or  a  snuff  pot  of  gold  coins 
buried  by  Chinese  laborers  near  Carson  City,  Nev.,  which  was  uncovered  when  a 
construction  crew  was  excavating  for  a  new  highway.  Either  way,  the  book’s  final 
chapter,  titled  “Undiscovered  Treasures,”  makes  it  clear  there’s  lots  more  out  there 
waiting  to  be  found. 

Of  course,  there  is  a  trick  to  locating  treasure— actually  three. 

The  first  is  greed.  I  think  we’ve  all  got  that  one  mastered.  The  second  is  having 
the  enthusiasm  to  actually  look  for  something  lost.  The  third  is  being  keen  enough 
to  know  where  and  what  to  look  for.  Anyone  who  reads  even  a  few  chapters  of 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  won’t  lack 
in  any  of  those  areas. 

Just  published  for  active  treasure  seekers  or 
armchair  dreamers,  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards  is  available  directly  from  the  pub¬ 
lisher.  And  while  the  book  of¬ 
fers  no  guarantee  of  un¬ 
covering  a  lost  treasure, 
it  can’t  help  but  increase 
the  odds.  Plus,  you 
might  just  run  across 
me  checking  out 
one  of  the  men¬ 
tioned  locations  of 
lost  fortunes.  After  all, 

I  could  use  a  good  hid¬ 
den  treasure  fix. 


DIMES 


Draped  Bust  Dimes 

1798/7  John  Reich-1. 16  Stars.  VF-30.  Me¬ 
dium  golden  toning.  Scarce  and 
desirable . 1,495 


Choice  AU  1805  Dime 
1805  JR-2. 4  Berries.  AU-55  (NGQ.  Nicely 
toned  in  blue  and  gold.  A  really  choice 
example  of  an  issue  which  is  seldom 
seen  at  this  grade  level . 2,995 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1814  JR-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  toning . 2,195 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1814  Dime 
1814  JR-4.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS). 


EYE  ON 
THE 

MARKET 


What’s  New  ,, 


Well,  this  issue’s  “inside  commen¬ 
tary”  is  about  an  organization  of  which 
1  believe  you  will  enjoy  being  a  mem¬ 
ber.  I  was  going  to  write,  “which  you 
will  enjoy  being  a  member  of,”  but  this 
might  not  be  good  construction.  Re¬ 
member  that  Winston  Churchill  said, 
“Ending  a  sentence  with  a  proposition 
is  something  up  with  which  I  will  not 
put.” 

I  am  referring  to  a  group  that  in 
1979  was  the  brainchild  of  George  F. 
Kolbe  and  the  late  Jack  Collins.  If  you 
have  a  copy  (actually  a  two-volume  set) 
of  Dave  Bowers’  book,  The  American 
Numismatic  Association  Centennial  His¬ 
tory  1891-1991,  then  you  may  recog¬ 
nize  this  excerpt  he  quoted  from  the 
November  1980  issue  of  The  Numis¬ 
matist 

At  the  ANA  annual  gathering  in 
August  1980,  “more  than  100  nu¬ 
mismatic  bibliomaniacs  met  during 
the  Cincinnati  convention  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  newly-formed  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Bibliomania  Society.  A 
bibliomaniac,  according  to 
Webster,  is  one  who  has  an  ex¬ 
treme  preoccupation  with  possess¬ 
ing  books.  The  meeting  was  an  out¬ 
growth  of  an  informal  gathering  in 
St.  Louis  at  the  1979  ANA  conven¬ 
tion  when  approximately  a  dozen 
bibliomaniacs  gathered  for  a  dinner 
and  discussed  forming  an  organiza¬ 
tion  for  numismatic  book  and  cata¬ 
logue  collectors.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  a 


leading  scholar,  researcher  and  profes¬ 
sional  numismatist,  was  the  featured 
speaker  for  the  evening.  Ford  declared 
that  more  fine  books  about  numismat¬ 
ics  have  been  printed  in  the  last  20  years 
than  in  the  last  century.  He  advised  that 
numismatists  become  familiar  with  nu¬ 
mismatic  books  and  their  contents  so 
they  might  know  where  to  look  for  in¬ 
formation.  Ford  urged  his  audience, 
which  represented  nearly  every  Ameri¬ 
can  state  plus  Australia,  to  collect  books 


in  order  to  gain  access  to  the  knowl¬ 
edge  they  contain.  Ford  related  colorful 
incidents  involving  famous  cataloguers 
and  numismatic  book  collectors,  and 
gave  examples  of  his  own  preferences 
and  style  of  book  collecting,  describing 
his  excitement  at  acquiring  a  book  with 
the  bookplate  of  a  famous  collector  or 
dealer,  or  one  with  an  unusual  binding. 
Ford  cited  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  who  was 
•  in  attendance  at  the  meeting,  as  a  true 
bibliomaniac,  stating  Bass  collected 


books  with  a  passion  and  was  seri¬ 
ously  interested  in  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture.” 

Well,  now  in  1997  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  is  a  dynamic  group 
that  will  bring  a  bright  ray  of  sunshine 
into  any  day  in  which  its  quarterly  jour¬ 
nal,  The  Asylum,  arrives  in  your  mailbox. 
You’ll  find  all  sorts  of  familiar  names 
among  contributors,  including  the  occa¬ 
sional  column,  “The  Printer’s  Devil,”  by 
Dr.  Joel  Orosz,  who  gives  “Shammy 
Awards”  to  various  advertisers,  writers, 
and  others  who  use  too  much  hype  or 
make  too  many  errors  or,  ideally  for  his 
purposes  in  gathering  such  stuff,  a  com¬ 
bination  of  both.  I  hear  tell  that  Bowers 
and  Merena  narrowly  escaped  being 
listed  for  its  recent  pique-peak-peek  go 
around. 

To  find  out  more  about  this  non¬ 
profit  group,  write  to  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society,  c/o  David  Hirt, 
secretary-treasurer,  at  591 1  Quinn  Or¬ 
chard  Road,  Frederick,  MD  21701.  If 
you  are  really  brave  and  trusting  (of 
what  I  have  to  say),  send  him  $15  right 
now  and  sign  up  as  a  member.  By  the 
way,  I  have  no  financial  connection  with 
the  Society,  but  I  have  enjoyed  being  a 
member  for  more  than  a  few  years. 

Editor’s  note:  As  A.H.  Rafique  is  a 
pseudonym  for  an  American  writer  on  nu¬ 
mismatics,  he  belongs  to  the  Society  under 
a  different  name.  Sometimes  Mr.  Rafique 
forgets  such  things  and  thinks  he  is  a  real 
person. 
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Paper  Better  Than  Ever? 

A  recent  survey  by  Pitney-Bowes  revealed  that  the  typical  manager  sends  or  re¬ 
ceives  175  messages  a  day.  The  “information  overload”  is  getting  to  quite  a  few 
people,  public  and  private,  and  many  messages  sent  by  e-mail,  fax,  telephone,  etc.,  are 
simply  left  unanswered.  People  are  craving  personal  time. 

To  us,  the  solution  may  be  quite  simple;  a  re-appreciation  of  that  old  fashioned 
medium,  print  on  paper.  The  printed  book  and  the  printed  catalogue  are  there  for  you 
to  enjoy  when  you  want  to,  no  urgency,  no  demands.  And,  for  those  of  you  with 
computer  orientation,  remember  that  a  book  is  indeed  a  storage  of  data  and  has 
random  access.  Further,  one  can  “skim”  a  book  much  faster  than  just  about  anything 
else.  And,  there  is  something  to  be  said  about  the  “feel”  of  a  book  or  catalogue— in 
itself  it  is  a  collectible,  something  nice  to  own  and  possess. 

Sometimes  things  such  as  this  are  hard  to  figure  out.  Modern  technology  is  not 
always  better  than  old  technology.  For  example,  we  suspect  that  art  photographs 
taken  in  recent  times,  in  black  and  white,  are  more  highly  desired  than  art  photographs 
taken  in  color.  And  yet,  black  and  white  is  an  old  technology,  dating  back  to  the 
1830s. 

The  other  day  Tony  Terranova  gave  us  a  nice  little  metallic  token  as  his  business 
card.  A  metal  token,  the  use  of  which  dates  back  to  the  18**’  century  in  America,  is 
“forever.”  I  really  can’t  imagine  throwing  out  a  token  or  coin— can  you?  On  the  other 
hand,  it’s  easy  to  discard  a  paper  business  card. 

Perhaps,  indeed,  “the  more  things  change,  the  more  they  are  the  same.” 


New  13—  Printing 
Just  Received! 

Encyclopedia  of 
Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

Coin-operated  pianos,  mu¬ 
sic  boxes,  player  pianos, 
calliopes,  pipe  organs,  and 
more  are  all  described  in  this 
classic  work  by  our  own  Dave 
Bowers.  First  printed  in  1972, 
this  large  and  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  book  has  become  the 
standard  reference  on  old-time 
automatic  music  makers.  Over 
20,000  copies  have  been  sold!!! 
It  has  even  been  translated  into 
Japanese!  Out  ofprint  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  it  has  just  been 
reprinted  by  the  Vestal  Press. 
If  you  like  music,  if  you  like 
nostalgia,  you’ll  LOVE  this 
book!  Our  supply  of  books 
hasjust  been  received  at  our  warehouse,  and  ywtrcppy  is  ready  to  ship!  8-1/2  by  11  inches, 
hardbound,  1,008  illustrated  pages. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802.  List  $89.95. 

Special  net:  $79 


By  Q.  David  Bou>ers 


Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  major  rarity  at 
this  level.  The  specialist  as  well  as  the 
collector  of  coins  by  design  types  will 
recognize  this  as  a  highly  important 
find.  Quality  of  this  calibre  is  seldom 

seen . 3,650 

Gem  1821  Dime 

1821  JR-8.  MS<4  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
lilac  toning  over  highly  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptioncdly  nice  specimen  of 
this  early  issue.  A  splendid  coin!  .  4,295 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early 
dime  with  much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse. 
Sharply  struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A 
nice  candidate  for  a  type  set . 995 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About 
equal  in  quality  to  the  finest  example  of 
the  variety  known  to  the  authors  of  the 
John  Reich  dime  book.  You  could 
search  for  years  and  not  find  its  equal. 
Ideal  for  the  variety  specicdist  as  well  as 
the  “type”  collector . 1,465 

1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  sat¬ 

iny  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  that 
will  satisfy  the  connoisseur.  If  you 
have  been  seeking  a  quality  half  dime 
of  the  Capped  Bust  type,  consider  this 
gem . 2,295 

1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty.  An  outstanding 
example,  probably  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  die  variety.  A  prize  for 

the  alert  specialist . 2,295 

Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  Dime 

1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
gem  excunple,  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence — far  ahead  of  the  finest 
known  (MS-60)  to  the  authors  of  the 
Early  U.S.  Dimes,  1796-1837  reference 
book! . 2,695 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Beautiful  1837  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Flat-top  1  in  date.  Light  amber 
toning.  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A  coin 
you  will  enjoy  contemplating  as  part  of 
your  cabinet.  Qucility  such  as  this  is  elu¬ 
sive . 3,595 

Remarkable  Mint  State  1842-0  Dime 
1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning 
enhances  both  surfaces.  The  1842-0  is 
an  important  rarity  in  Uncirculated 
grade.  An  exquisite  strike,  a  splendid 
impression.  We  doubt  that  as  many  as 
15  different  examples  grading  MS-60  or 
better  could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize 


coin  by  any  standard . 3,450 

The  Eliasberg  1850-0  Dime 
1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mint- 
mark.  Rare  so  fine . 2,395 


From  Lyman  H.  Low  s  sale  of  the  Muma,  et  al. 
Collections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  just  a  whisper  of  light  toning.  A 
classic  rarity  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dime 
series.  Only  a  few  exist  at  all,  and  very 
few  are  known  at  this  high  grade  level. 
Most  of  this  issue  were  melted  early  in 
1853 . 1,650 

Pleasing  Gem  1853  Dime 
1853  Arrows.  MS65  (PCGS).  An  especially 
pleasing  specimen,  a  brilliant,  lustrous 
gem  example  of  the  first  year  with  arrows 
at  the  date.  A  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a 

high-quality  type  set . 2,695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A 
popular  “t3q)e”  coin  in  any  season.  1,050 
1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  splendid 
Liberty  Seated  dime.  Catcdoguing  our  in¬ 


ventory  of  these  is  a  very  thrilling  expe¬ 
rience,  and  when  you  see  a  piece  such 
as  this  1859,  you’ll  appreciate  exactly 
what  we  mean! . 1 ,095 

1865  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Breathtakingly 
beautiful  magenta  and  blue  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  coin  can  be  equaled  by  few 
others  from  the  aspect  of  eye  appeal.  A 
connoisseur’s  delight,  and  a  rare  date, 
too! . 1,095 

1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty 

centers  with  rainbow  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 1,650 

1873  No  Arrows.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  and  deep  blue  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Absolutely  magnificent . 1,395 

1873  Arrows.  MS64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought 
because  of  its  status  as  a  two-year  de¬ 
sign  type.  Not  ecisy  to  find  in  such  gem 
preservation.  A  splendid  coin  the  con¬ 
noisseur  will  appreciate . 1,950 

1877-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  ex¬ 
ample.  Quite  important  due  to  its  status 
as  a  Carson  City  type  coin . 1,495 

1884-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  rainbow 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
scarce  mintmark  variety.  An  important 
opportunity . 1,350 

Barber  Dimes 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning 

over  frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck, 
so  sharp  that  it  could  win  an  award  if 
such  were  offered.  Somewhat  scarce  at 
this  grade  level  and  very  scarce  at  this 
quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lustrous 
specimen . 1,595 

1894- 0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning.  Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades, 
quite  rare  in  Mint  State.  A  find  for  the 
specialist  and  connoisseur . 1,195 

1895- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some¬ 
what  prooflike  surfaces . 1,050 

Gem  1896-S  Rarity 

1896- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and 

lustrous  with  delicate  toning.  Qf  the  fin¬ 
est  specimens  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled  of  this  key  Barber  dime  issue. 
You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 
one! . 3,400 

Gem  1904-S  Dime  Rarity 

1904-S  MS-64,  prooflike.(NGC).  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold  and  violet  iridescence 
complements  both  surfaces.  The  1904- 
S  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  and  is  a 
condition  rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  It 
would  probably  require  a  long  and  ar¬ 
duous  search  to  find  another  example 
this  nicely  preserved.  A  highly  impor¬ 
tant  Barber  dime . 2,695 

Mercury  Dimes 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level.  A  lustrous. 


sparkling  piece  which  the  discriminat¬ 
ing  buyer  will  truly  appreciate . 995 

Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 

1925-D  MS66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  superb  gem  specimen  equaled  in 
quality  by  few  others  in  existence  any¬ 
where.  If  you  are  a  connoisseur  of  the 
Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a  show- 
stopper,  this  is  for  you! . 5,395 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  As  nice  ais  some  we  have  seen  at 
the  MS-65  level.  Quality  and  a  bargain, 
in  our  opinion . 1,595 

Memorable  1926-D  Dime 

1926- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous.  Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen 
in  this  combination  of  high  technical 
grade,  sharp  strike,  and  pleasing  visual 
appeal . 2,695 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  glitter¬ 
ing  little  gem,  a  coin  of  especially  high 
quality.  Not  to  be  overlooked  is  its  sta¬ 
tus  as  the  lowest-mintage  (4,130  pieces) 
Proof  in  the  Mercury  dime  series.  1 ,095 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 


1818  Brownmg-2.  AU-55  (ANACS).  1,295 
1822  B-1.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned  in  sea 
green,  rose  and  gold . 1,795 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lus¬ 
trous.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  A 
few  notches  qucility-wise  above  the  usu¬ 
ally  seen  example  of  this  issue. ...  1,260 
1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen.  First  of  two  years 
with  aiTows  at  the  date  and  without  rays 

on  the  reverse . 1,395 

1860-S  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  this  grade. 
Seldom  seen  finer.  This  lovely  coin  rep¬ 
resents  a  great  find  for  the  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  dollar  specialist.  ..  1,450 
Superb  Gem  1872-S  25C 
Finest  Certified  of  This  Rarity 
1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to 
offer  one  of  the  most  important  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  dollars  ever  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  in  our  catalogues — a  brilliant, 
lustrous,  sparkling  gem  specimen  with 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders, 
the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the  is¬ 
sue.  This  gem  MS-65  combines 
incredible  beauty  and  quality  with  great 
rarity.  This  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your 

collection . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Always  in  demand  for  inclusion 
in  type  sets.  The  With-Arrows  style. 


This  &  That 

THE  U.S.  LOSES  THE  OLYMPICS:  “Unrecoverable  losses  on  the  Olympic  coin 
program  total  $2.8  million,”  according  to  the  US  Mint,  this  figure  being  as  of  March 
31, 1997.  The  audit  was  still  in  process,  and  losses  could  be  even  higher,  possibly 
even  $6.4  million.  Further,  sales  of  unsold  sets  are  still  continuing,  and  the  Mint  is 
exploring  a  “significant  bulk  sale”— which  might  mean  that  new  low  prices  will  be 
set— who  knows.  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of  Coin  World,  suggested  that  being  open  with 
collectors  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  US  Mint  to  do— and  it  “would  also  help  to 
restore  much-needed  confidence  in  the  marketplace.”  (Coin  World)  In  a  conversation 
with  your  editor  a  few  months  later,  Ed  Rochette,  who  has  done  much  numismatic 
work  for  the  Olympic  Committee,  related  that  the  “losses”  included  junkets  taken  by 
Mint  officials  to  foreign  countries.  Politics.  So,  what  else  is  new? 

O  O  0  O 

JIM  RUDDY,  who  was  our  partner  in  the  Empire  Coin  Company  beginning  in 
1958,  donated  Ruddy’s  1930s  General  Store  Museum  to  the  City  of  Palm  Springs, 
California.  Today  it  stands  as  an  attraction  at  221  South  Palm  Canyon  Drive.  Men¬ 
tion  of  this  has  been  made  in  our  columns  before,  whenever  we  hear  of  Jim’s  activi¬ 
ties.  The  latest  is  a  nice  color  spread  on  Jim  in  a  recent  issue  of  Reminisce,  an  article 
titled  “Well-Stocked  with  Nostalgia.” 

Q  0  0 

A  NICE  NOTE  from  David  Lange,  who  said  that  he  has  just  started  reading  the 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  book  and  is  “enjoying  it  immensely.”  This  book 
seems  to  be  a  particular  favorite  of  many  readers. 

COO  €$ 

THE  MOST-USED  LETTER  in  the  English  language  is  “e.”  Now  comes  the  word 
that  Earnest  Wright  wrote  a  500,000  word,  267-page  novel,  Gadsby,  without  using 
this  letter.  This  sort  of  reminds  us  of  a  19th-entury  essay  (was  it  by  Mark  Twain?) 
in  which  a  letter  was  created  by  a  typewriter  that  had  the  letter  “s”  broken;  such 
substitutes  as  “eth”  were  used.  Then  there  is  a  19th<entury  monograph  published 
in  San  Francisco— a  copy  of  which  is  somewhere  in  our  quite-eclectic  library— some¬ 
thing  like  “Shadrach’s  Silly  Speculations,”  in  which  every  word  begins  with  the  let¬ 
ter  “s”;  no  exceptions. 


^Ask  not  what  your  library  can  do  for  you 
but  what  you  can  do  for  your  library  — JFK 
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Name  That  Book  or 
Book  Person! 

# 

Test  Your  Numismatic  Knowledge 


In  keeping  with  the  “bookish”  theme  of  this  issue  we  give  dues  concerning  five  different  book-related  topics.  Get  three  or  more 
right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  four  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class.  Get  all  five  correct,  and  you  deserve  a  free  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Boston  Athenaeum.  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 


1 .  In  recent  decades  the  president’s 
chair  at  the  American  Numismatic  As- 
sodation  has  been  occupied  on  multiple 
occasions  by  authors  of  numismatic 
books.  Of  the  following  ANA  presi¬ 
dents,  who  is  the  one  person  who  did 
not  write  a  numismatic  book: 

a.  Augustus  G.  Heaton. 

b.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett. 

c.  George  F.  Heath,  M.D. 

d.  Anthony  Swiatek. 

2.  If  you  want  to  read  books  writ¬ 
ten  by  such  authors  as  Richard  Snow, 
David  Lange,  Kevin  Flynn,  and  Sol  Tay¬ 
lor,  check  the  section  in  your  library 
featuring  this  area: 

a.  U.S.  small  cents. 

b.  Hard  Times  tokens. 

c.  National  Bank  notes. 

d.  Investment. 


3.  The  magnificent  volume.  An 
American  Numismatical  Manual,  with 
embossed  illustrations  in  metallic  ink, 
by  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  is  inv 
portant  as: 

a.  The  primary  source  for  historical  in¬ 
formation  pertaining  to  gold  coins 
struck  in  California  in  the  general  era 
1849-1855. 

b.  A  directory  of  rare  coin  dealers 
who  issue  fixed-price  lists  and  auction 
catalogues. 

c.  The  first  large-size  book  ever  writ¬ 
ten  on  American  numismatics. 

d.  The  main  identification  guide  for 
die  varieties  of  U.S.  cents  1793- 
1857. 

4.  Sometimes,  Mint  directors  were  or 
later  became  published  authors.  Of  vari¬ 
ous  people  holding  this  office  over  the 


years,  which  one  of  the  following  did 
not  write  a  book: 

a.  Donna  Pope. 

b.  James  Ross  Snowden. 

c.  Frank  Leach. 

d.  Henry  R.  Linderman,  M.D. 

5.  Of  various  rare  coin  dealers  over 
the  years,  which  one  of  the  following  is 
remembered  today  as  a  numismatic 
bibliophile  (among  other  accomplish¬ 
ments): 

a.  Barney  Bluestone  (of  Syracuse, 

NY). 

b.  Morgan  L  Marshall  (Oswego, 

NY). 

c.  B.  Max  Mehl  (Fort  Worth,  TX). 

d.  W.  Elliot  Woodward  (Roxbury, 

MA). 

p-S  ‘D-£  •e-z  •>1.  :s>|3MSNV 


combined  with  the  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
reverse,  was  minted  only  in  1873  and 

1874 . 1,395 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. 
With  gorgeous  satiny  mint  lustre  ac¬ 
cented  with  delicate  golden  toning 

around  the  rims . 1 ,550 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 995 

Barber  Quarters 

191  l-S  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  of 
selected  quality;  but,  then,  you  know  as 
a  Bowers  and  Merena  client  that  quality 
is  very  importcmt . 1,895 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1918-D  MS63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We’ve 
purchased  two  examples,  and  both  are 
very  nice,  of  this  sccU'ce  mintmark,  each 
with  Full  Head  sharpness.  Buy  one  for 

only . 1,195 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Highly  acclaimed  as 
a  key  issue.  A  beautiful  specimen  that  is 
guaranteed  to  please  (as  always).  1,295 
1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 

specimen  of  this  scarce  date . 1,295 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliemt  and  highly 
lustrous.  An  especially  nice  specimen 
of  this  key  date  among  later  Standing 
Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for  the 

connoisseur  cmd  specialist . 1,195 

1927^  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

Washington  Quarters 

1934-D  MS65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934- D  MS<5  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1935- D  MS66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  Beautiful! . 1,495 


HALF  DOLLARS 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  Overton-104.  F-12.  Attractive  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  the  first  design  typ>e  in  the 

series . 1,250 

1795  0-109.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  silver- 

gray  surfaces . 1,895 

1795  0-111  Three  Leaves  50( 

1795  0-111.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  VF-25  (NGC).  The  Three  Leaves 
issue  is  a  sub-type  which  places  the 

variety  in  special  demand . 6,900 

Fmm  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  Collection. 

1795  0-130.  With  Mint-inserted  silver 
plug  in  plancheL  G-6  (ANACS).  To  our 
knowledge,  only  three  specimens  are 
known  of  the  1795  half  dollar  with  silver 
plug  at  the  center,  as  contrasted  to  sev¬ 


eral  dozen  1795  silver  dollars  with  the 
Scime  feature.  It  is  believed  that  under¬ 
weight  half  dollar  planchets  were  drilled 
at  the  center  and  a  slightly  oversize  sil¬ 
ver  plug  was  inserted  to  make  up  the 
correct  weight.  After  striking,  the  plug 
was  flattened  or  splayed  (similar 
planchet  correcting  processes  were 
used  at  other  world  mints).  For  the  half 
dollcir  specialist,  this  coin  with  a  “story” 
represents  a  great  find.  We  hear  tell  that 
it  will  be  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  next 
year.  As  time  goes  on,  it  will  be  a  center- 
piece  rtuity  cunong  early  half  dollars.  For 
the  moment,  it  is  a  relatively  new  discov¬ 
ery,  the  first  example  having  been 
published  only  last  summer . 2,495 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45. 

Very  attractively  toned . 1,395 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 
Lettered  Edge 

1807  0-112.  Large  Stars.  50/20.  AU-50 


(NGC).  A  very  attractive  specimen  com¬ 
bining  attractive  light  toning  with  some 
original  mint  lustre.  A  very  nice  strike, 
which  for  this  VcU’iety  is  seldom  the 
case . 1,850 

1817  0-113  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled 

golden  brown  zmd  slate  gray  toning.  In 
the  middle  of  the  Overton  Condition 
Census  for  the  die  variety,  which  is 
listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 .  995 

1818  0-107.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  sur¬ 

faces  with  amber  toning  through  the 
date.  Needle-shau'p  strike.  A  prize  win¬ 
ner  that  will  look  great  in  a  specialized 
collection  or  a  type  set . 1,895 

1819/8  0-101.  MS61  (PCGS).  Ught  gray 
toning  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous 

surfaces.  Popular  overdate . 1,695 

Gem  1819/8  Overdate 

1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC). 
Pale  golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac 
peripheral  toning.  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  in  existence  any¬ 
where!  . 3,150 

1820  ai05.  MS61  (NGQ.  Attractive  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  Somewhat  prooflike. 
Long  recognized  as  one  of  the  scarcer 
dates  in  the  series . 950 

1823  0-111.  Normal  3.  MS«4.  Deep  gray 
with  faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal 
scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by 
the  toning . 1,850 

1827/6  0-101.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC). 
Needle-sharp  obverse  strike,  almost  a 
presentation  issue.  Remau'kable! .  1,950 

1831  0-103.  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  a  whisjier  of  gold  toning. 
Ideal  for  a  type  or  variety  set . 1,595 

1832  0-101.  Lai^  Lettere.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Very  conservatively  graded.  In  our 
opinion  this  coin  could  easily  be  called 
Mint  State  (in  which  instance  it  would 
be  priced  several  hundred  dollars 
higher).  Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and 
golden  brown  toning.  The  variety  is 
made  distinctive  by  a  heavy  die  crack 
connecting  the  eagle’s  right  wing 
(viewer’s  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not 
easy  to  find  in  high  grades;  key  major 
variety . 895 

1832  0-122.  MS63  (NGC).  Ught  golden 
and  gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous 

surfaces.  Very  attractive . 1,450 

Gem  1836  LE.  Half  Dollar 

1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and 
beautiful! . 2,595 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 
Reeded  Edge 

Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 

1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale 
blue  toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this 
grade  level.  A  gorgeous  item  for  your  spe¬ 
cialized  collection  or  tyjje  set . 4,750 


Uberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  specimen  at  this  grade  level.  Highly 
importcmt  as  a  tyj)e,  quite  scarce  in  all 
higher  grades,  particulau'ly  in  AU  or 
finer . 1,695 

1840  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lus¬ 

trous.  Quite  hard  to  find  at  this  grade 
level . 1,150 

Memorable  18420  ^nall  Date  Rarity 
1842-0  SmaU  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS). 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
Uberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  Rarely 
does  one  become  available  at  this 

grade  level . 3,650 

1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS«4.  Lustrous 
2md  beautiful . 1,495 

Prooflike  Mint  State  18430  50< 
18430  MS-63,  proofiike.  Mottled  light 
golden  and  iridescent  toning  over 
highly  prooflike  surfaces.  An  excep- 
tionaJ  specimen,  in  our  opinion. .  2,450 
•  1846  &nall  Date.  WB-102.MS63  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Most 
design  features  are  sharp.  Scarce  and 

desirable  in  Uncirculated . 1,795 

Oas»c  1847/6  Rarity 
1847/6  EF-45  (ANACS).  Only  when  great 
collections  come  on  the  mcwket  is  an 
1847/6  half  dollar  apt  to  be  encountered 
in  any  grade.  For  the  Liberty  Seated 
specialist  here,  indeed,  is  a  prize,  a 

showpiece . 10,950 

18470  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly 

scarce  in  Mint  State . 1,450 

1848  WB-103.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63.  Espe¬ 
cially  rare  in  this  high  grade.  A  prize  for 
the  Uberty  Seated  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur . 1,395 

1848  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
changing  to  a  light  amber  peripherally. 
Very  scarce;  we  doubt  that  more  than 
three  or  four  dozen  Uncirculated  ex¬ 
amples  could  be  accounted  for. ...  1,395 

1849  WB-103.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Blue,  silver,  and  iridescent  toning.  A 
wondrous  coin  to  the  eye! . 2,295 

1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Splendid  iridescent 

toning.  Most  probably  from  an  old-time 
collection . 1,095 

Remarkable  18500  Half  Dollar 
18500  MS62  (PCGS).  Ughtly  cmd  very  at¬ 
tractively  toned.  Needle  sharp 
definition  of  detail.  This  gorgeous  1850- 
O  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  and  specialist.  Here  is  a  coin  that 
will  be  contemplated  with  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come . 4,750 

^^Speak  softly  and 
carry  a  big  book!” 
— Teddy  Roosevelt 


"Now  A.vaila1>le 

The  Top  100 

Morgan  Dollar  varieties:  the  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D 
and Jt^  Oxman 

The  top  100  most  popular,  most 
important  Moi^an  silver  dollar  vari¬ 
eties  as  catalogued  by  Leroy  Van 
Allen  and  George  Mallis  (“VAM” 
numbers)  have  been  synopsized  and 
illustrated  in  this  dandy  pocket-size 
guide,  which  has  taken  the  collect¬ 
ing  community  by  storm.  AVho 
knows,  perhaps  in  your  collection  is 
a  valuable  die  variety  that  you  don’t 
know  about!  Or,  take  this  guide  with 
you  to  coin  shops  and  shows  and  use 
it  to  cherry  pick.  Photographs,  prices, 
and  rarity  for  each  variety — all  are  at 
your  fingertips!  Order  your  copy 
today!  3-3/4  by  5-1/2  inches,  spiral 
or  leatherette.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Available  in  two  formats. 

Spiral  bound:  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95. 

Special  net:  $19 

Leatherette  bound:  Stock  No.  BFE-301.  list  $24.95 

Special  net:  $19 
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The  Book  Corner 


Handbook 
of  20th- 
Century 
United 
States  Gold 
Coins 

By  Dauid  Akers 
Much  worth¬ 
while  information  about  Saint-Gaudens  and 
Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  gold  coins. 
184  pages.  Illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  $29.95 

Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 
Everything  to  know 
about  half  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105. 

List  $29.95 

The  ANA 
Centennial 
History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two-volume 
book  on  the  history 
of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  from  1891  to  date. 
1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710. 
List  $159.00 

A  Buyers’  Guide 
to  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the 

United  States 


HAlf  DIMES 


Numismatist 
Companion  ’’Books 

Each  book  in  the  “Companion”  series  is 
edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interesting  ar¬ 
ticles  by  various  authors.  Each  furnishes 
delightful  and  informative  reading. 
Softbound,  5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95. 
Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95. 
Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95. 
Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  list  $12.95. 
Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95. 
Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95. 
Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95. 


United  States  Jf' 
and  5^  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these 
series,  as  well  as  the  stories  of  such  famous 
rarities  as  the  1913  Liberty  nickel  and  the 
unique  1870-S  half  dime.  168  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 


United  States 
Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated 
History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work 
about  American  gold 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  new,  second  edition  of  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers’  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  with  up¬ 
dated  1997  prices  for  every  date  and 
mintmark  from  the  1794  silver  dollar 
through  the  1981  Anthony  dollar,  includes 
information  regarding  rarity  and  price  his¬ 
tory,  plus  a  detailed  evaluation  and 
discussion  for  every  issue.  This  book  is 
5-1/2  X  8-1/2  inches  in  size,  304  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-402A. 

List  Price  $19.95 

Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(foreword  by 
David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  of 
United  States  gold  coin  from  1795  onward. 
A  highly  useful  book  for  the  gold  enthusiast. 
122  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350. 

List  $12.95 

Collecting 
Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century 

New  introduction  by 
Q.  David  Bowers 
In  this  delightful  book  we  have  reprinted 
some  of  our  favorite  articles  printed  in  the 
19th  century.  A  lot  of  fim,  informative 
reading.  192  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


United  States 
Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the 
Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuable  information  for  the  collector  budd¬ 
ing  a  collection  by  design  types.  Major  design 
types  from  1793  to  date  are  described  and 
illustrated.  248  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 

List  $9.95 


United  States 
Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents,  and  two- 
cent  pieces  are  described  in  detail.  AH  major 
types  are  illustrated.  176  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 

I  Don’t  miss  the  ^iter 
book  s|>ecial$ 
scattered  throughout  j 
this  issue  of 
^  The  Coin  Collector! 


coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryjames 
Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he 
consulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  book.  Award 
wirmer.  415  pages,  illustrated  with  colorplates. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 

Virgil  Brand: 
The  Man  and 
His  Era, 
Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning 
volume  details  the  almost  unbelievable  life  of 
Virgil  Brand  who  assembled  the  largest  coin 
collection  of  all  time.  248  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 

The  Waterford 
Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  somewhat  arcane, 
but  very  fascinating  in¬ 
quiry  into  counter- 
stamped  coins  of  the 
mid  1800s.  We’ll  make 
this  (faring  guarantee:  ifyou  buy  this  book  and 
don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  Bowers  know  within 
30  days  and  a  refund  will  be  sent,  and  you  can 
keep  the  book  free!  224  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Even  if  you  buy  just  one  bodk,  you  can 
take  a  10%  discount,  and  if  your  book 
invoice  crosses  the  $100  mark,  take  a 
20%  discount  on  your  book  order! 


Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia 
ofU.S. 
and 

Colonial  Proof 
Coins 

Revised  edition. 
Details  Proof  coin  manufacture,  character¬ 
istics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Y ear-by-year  analysis.  Detailed  discussions 
of  Proof  sets  and  much,  much  more.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-765. 

Ust  $29.95 

The  American 
Numismatic 
Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by 

Cad  W.A.  Carlson  & 

Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  two-volume  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  History.  Research 
articles,  mostly  of  a  speciahzed  nature,  by 
some  of  the  hobby’s  leading  figures.  372 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-711. 
List  $65 


Standing 
Liberty 
Quarters 

ByJ.H.  Cline 
A  comprehensive 
guide  to  this  popular 
series  by  an  acknowledged  expert  (whose 
reference  coOection,  by  the  way,  we  had 
the  honor  of  showcasing  at  auction  a  few 
years  ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 
list  $24.95 


Early  Coins  of 
America 

By  Syhvster  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest 
American  numismatic 
books  ever  written,  this 
volume  appeared  in  1875  (yes,  1875!)  and 
has  never  been  superseded.  A  classic  from 
the  word  go,  a  treasure  trove  of  informa¬ 
tion.  Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Reprint. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  ■ 
list  $45.00 


Cherrypickers’ 
Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton 

The  1 50  most  interesting 
varieties  described  iii  a  handy,  spiral  bound 
volume  that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-114. 
list  $19.95 


SUnii^ 

Ubevty 

QexrUn 


Cherrypickers’ 

Guide  To 
Rare  Die 
Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and 
J.T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S.  coins  are 
described  and  shown  in  photos,  arranged 
and  described  by  two  of  the  hobby’s  most 
knowledgeable  and  admired  figures.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-111. 
list  $29.95 
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The  Book  Comer 


Two  Dates  Are 
Better  Than 
One:  A 

Collector's  Guide 
to  Misplaced 
Dates 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

Foreword  by  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers 
Higjily  useful,  and  may  lead  to  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  some  interesting  and  valuable 
pieces.  512  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-116. 

Ust  $54.95 


r\n  K 


'Mi  U.-l.U 


Paper  Money  of 
the 

United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  updates  by 
Arthur  and 
Ira  Friedberg 

The  14th  edition  of  this,  an  essential 
work  on  United  States  currency.  304 pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 
List  $24.50 


Conmieinoraliv^ 

COINS 


lidueiilMder 


Basic  Guide  to 
United  States 
Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder 
and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action 
guide  to  commemo¬ 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 
list  $14.95 

The  Norweb 
Collection: 

An  American 
Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of.  the 
Norweb  Collection,  and  its  formation  over 
several  generations.  288  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 
Ust  $29.95 

Investing, 
Collecting  & 
Trading  in 
Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  tor  anyone  who  collects  the  series. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851. 

List  $29.95 

Spiral  bound.  BLA-852.  Ust  $32.50 

Rare  Coin 
Review 
1969-1994: 

An  Annotated 
Index  of  the 
First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  tide  subject. 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
Ust  $19.95 


The  Gobrecht foumal 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collective  volume  of  articles 
of  recent  years  about  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  assembled  by  de¬ 
nomination  and  date. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

Ust  $44.00 


United  States 
Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R. 
Newcomb 

The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the 
period.  312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

Ust  $50.00 

Early  Half  Dollar 

Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

ByAl  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 
The  standard  reference 
on  the  series,  a  “must- 
have”  book.  Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces  enlarged  two 
diameters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100. 

Ust  $59.95 


m., 

■“■assfcMs" ' 


Photograde 

By James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 

224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  Did  you  know  that  at 
one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  Detroit  Pubhc  Library 
system?  It  is  true!  Now  in  its  18th  edition, 
224  pages. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

Ust  $10.95 


Bust  Half 
Fever 
1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting 
book  covering  all  die 
varieties,  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  series,  grading  collecting, 
etc.  330  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSO-752. 
Ust  $60.00 


WHIJUSV 

Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

U.S.  Error 
Note 

A  reprint  finm  Lorraine 

Encyclopedia 

Durst  of  this  classic  text. 

By  Stephen  M. 

the  first  in  the  American 

Sullivan 

series  to  combine  detailed 

This  new  book  il¬ 

numismatic  die  descrip¬ 
tions  with  history. 

lustrates  many  difier- 

ent  types  of  currency 

collecting  information,  opinions,  all  in  all  a 

erroR.  A  great  guide 

delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 
List  $50.00 


Guy  Hughes  of  our  Publications  Department  prepares  a  book  order  for  shipment. 


United  States 
Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 
This  interesting  study 
discusses  the  end  of  silver 
coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins ,  and 
gives  mintage  figures  for 
all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  iUustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

Ust  $12.95 


}?eO  I960 


Standard 
Catalog  ofU.S. 

Tokens 
1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 
Contains  thousands  of 
listings  and  photographs,  rarity  ratings,  and 
just  about  everything  else  you  need  to  know 
to  buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and  appreciate 
United  States  tokens. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

Ust  $47.95 


Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian 
Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 
Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 
An  8-1/2x11  vol¬ 
ume  filled  with 
information  on  these 
two  series.  A  popular  book  which  has  been 
responsible  in  good  measure  for  a  renewed 
enthusiasm  for  the  series.  Over  160  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-724. 

Ust  $34.50 


Don*t  miss  the  other 
book  specials 
scattered  throughout 
.this  issue  of 
The  Coin  Collector! 


Even  if  you  buy  just  one  book,  you  can 
take  a  10%  discount,  and  if  your  book 
invoice  crosses  the  $100  mark,  take  a 
20%  discount  on  your  book  order! 


for  answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giving  a  view  of 
market  values.  431  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 

Encyclopedia  of 
U.S. 

Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative 
Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded  classic.  386  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


I  TKC  STAKOAKD  CODt 
j  miHSUNC'UtXCCNrr 


Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln 
Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new, 
updated  information 
on  every  coin  in  the 
series.  Over  300 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $19.95. 


New  Orleans 
Mint 

Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold 
coins  struck  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint. 
200  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-814. 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-815. 
List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of 
the  Old  West: 

The  Carson 
City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  & 

Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 
Focuses  on  the  gold 
coins  struck  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  210  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-816 
List  $19.95 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-817 
List  $31.95 

fohn  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustratedbiography  which  makesjohn 
Reich  come  alive.  48  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-900 
List  $12.95 
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Award  \^uuiixig! 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Boivers 

A  one-of-a-kind  “source  book”  for  anyone  interested  in  commemoratives.  You’ll  find  it 
all  here,  with  multiple  pages  on  each  and  every  classic  commemorative  coin,  together  with 
previously  unpublished  information  about  rarity  and  distribution,  market  analyses  over  a 
long  period  of  years,  price  cycles,  and  more.  Another  award-winning  book  you’ll  read  from 
cover  to  cover,  and  then  refer  to  often!  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches,  768  pages,  illustrated. 

Available  in  two  formats. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  list  $39.95. 

Special  net:  $30 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  list  $49.95. 

Special  net:  $40 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  JV.  Pollock  HI 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much  infomiation,  price  data,  etc. ,  not  available  in  any 
other  volume.  Award  winner.  A  “must  have”  book  for  every  advanced  library.  8-1/2  by  1 1 
inches,  hardbound,  524  pages,  illustrated. 

Stock  No.  BPO-100.  List  $79.00. 

Special  net:  $65 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant 
with  lots  of  mint  frost.  Popular  one-yean 
design  type . 1,395 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Very  well  struck . 1,950 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

frosty,  and  lustrous.  An  exceptional 
quality  specimen  of  this  early  New  Or¬ 
leans  issue . 1,895 

1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Fewer 
than  500  Proofs  were  actually  distrib¬ 
uted  this  year,  and  of  that  small 
number,  the  presently  offered  coin  is 

one  of  the  nicest  remaining . 2,195 

1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS- 
63.  Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful 
aesthetic  appeal.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  and  specialist.  While  the  1862-S 
half  dollar  is  relatively  available  in 
lower  grades,  in  choice  Mint  State  it  is 

somewhat  of  a  rarity . 1,350 

Choice  18665S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 

1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this 
grade  level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre 
with  very  faint  splashes  of  golden 
brown.  An  aesthetically  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rarity.  Total  mintage  not 
known,  but  estimated  at  60,000  by  the 

Guide  Book . 7,995 

1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rmity  in  ciny  sea¬ 
son.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous 

issue.  Scarce  at  all  grade  levels . 975 

18685  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS63.  Brilliant, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  an  issue 

rarely  seen  at  this  grade  level . 2,050 

1869-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Light  golden  toning. 
Rarely  seen  in  Mint  State . 1,450 

Gorgeous  1870-S  Half  Dollar 
18705  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  satiny  lustre.  A  truly  outstanding 
coin  from  a  visual  and  technical  view¬ 
point,  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence.  In  this  year  the  cornerstone 
was  laid  for  the  new  San  Francisco 
Mint,  and  it  is  said  that  certain  speci¬ 
mens  were  made  for  presentation  to 
dignitaries  and  others.  The  quality  of 
this  piece  may  well  make  it  a  candidate 
for  such.  When  Mark  Borckardt  saw 
this  coin,  he  bought  it  instantly!  You’ll 
really  enjoy  having  this  as  part  of  your 
collection! . 3,895 

Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 
1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty 
devices  beautifully  complement  the  sat¬ 
iny  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant 
changing  to  pale  champagne  at  the 
rims.  An  important  condition  rarity  this 

nicely  preserved . 3,895 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  superb 
specimen  with  brilliant  aiicl  somewhat 
satiny,  lustrous  fields.  Extremely  impor¬ 
tant  as  one  of  just  two  years  with 
arrows  at  date  and  with  motto  on  re¬ 
verse . 2,450 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous 

surfaces . 1,595 

Remarkable  Mint  State  18735  50< 
18735  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS63. 
A  brillicmt,  lustrous,  cind  frosty  specimen 
with  delicate  toning.  A  splendid  speci¬ 


men,  indeed  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  had  in  our  inventory.  A  find  for  the 
connoisseur  cind  specialist . 5,250 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of 
this  popular  design . 2,095 

1874- CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare!  Very  elusive 

in  all  grades,  the  1874-CC  is  only  seen 
when  great  collections  come  to  market. 
Another  find  for  the  specialist . 950 

1875- CC  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+. 

MS-63.  Reflective  satin,  white  surfaces 
with  a  blending  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint 
hairlines  are  visible  in  the  obverse 
fields . 1,250 

1877- S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a 
whisper  of  delicate  gold  toning. ..  1,625 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades. 

An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,895 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Splendid  light  gun- 
metcil-blue  cind  gray  toning.  A  gorgeous 
specimen  of  a  highly  prized,  low-mintcige 
date.  Hand-picked  quality  (you  would 
have  to  consider  several  Proof  half  dol¬ 
lars  graded  Proof-64  in  order  to  find  one 
of  this  exceptional  eye  appeal).  ...  1,350 

1884  MS-64.  Light  amber  toning.  Far 

rarer  than  Proof.  You’ll  really  like  this 
gem! .  1,350 

1885  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  gold  with  a 

whisper  of  light  blue.  Very  rare  in 
choice  Mint  State.  Another  “find”  for 
the  discriminating  buyer.  Remarkable 
for  its  low  business  strike  mintage  of 
only  5,200  pieces.  Far  rarer  than  an 
equivalent  Proof . 1,150 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with 
light  rose  cmd  blue  toning.  Leist  year  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  series . 1 ,050 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields.  The 
reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would  be 
even  higher.  A  marvelous  specimen  of 
this  low-mintage  date . 1,050 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 1,895 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  with  light 

rose  peripheral  toning . 1,525 

1894-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid 
coin .  1,650 

1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  col¬ 
lection . 1,800 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  ev¬ 

ery  bit  as  nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many 
Proof-65  pieces  we  have  seen,  but 
priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This  coin  of¬ 
fers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We 
guarantee  you’ll  agree! . 1,695 

1898-0  MS52  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  light  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  Quite  rare  in  Mint  State  1,850 
Beaudful  Mint  State  1901-0 

1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  brilliant  and  very  beautiful 
example,  one  with  the  aesthetic  value 
one  might  expect  in  a  hand-selected  MS- 
64  coin . 3,750 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  A  gorgeous  example  of  this 
highly  important  date.  From  the  stand¬ 
point  of  business  strike  Barber  half 
dollars  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  the 
1913  in  Mint  State  is  an  awesome  rarity 


in  Mint  State.  And,  the  quality  of  this 

piece  is  really  wonderful . 1,595 

Magnificent  19135  Half  Dollar 
19135  MS65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  rose 
toning.  A  mcignificent  specimen  of  one  of 
the  most  desirable  issues  among  Barber 
half  dollars  of  the  20th  century. ...  3,950 

Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
brillicmt  satiny  lustre.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  design.  1,495 

Gem  19165  50C 

19165  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  scarcest 
mintmark  issue  of  the  year,  a  coin  hand¬ 
picked  for  quality  and  value . 2,495 

Splendid  Mint  State  19165 
19165  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen, 
far  nicer  than  usually  seen — hand-picked 
for  its  quality.  We  have  two  pieces  in 
stock,  a  highly  unusucil  circumst2mce — 
but,  then,  if  we  had  the  opportunity  to 

buy  a  dozen  we  would! . 2,495 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A 
splendid  specimen  with  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  from  an 

aesthetic  perspective . 1,095 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  scarce  early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50 
(ANACS).  Traditionally  one  of  the  scmc- 
est  issues  among  Liberty  Walking  half 

dollars.  Elusive  in  all  grades . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50 
(NGC).  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
scarce  type.  A  key  to  the  series.  .1,195 


Gem  19175  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 
19175  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64.  A 

gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Qual¬ 
ity!  . 3,175 

1918  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  aver¬ 
age  strike.  Elspecicilly  deeply  frosty.  1,350 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  espe¬ 
cially  lustrous . 995 

Important  Mint  State  1919  50C 

1919  MS64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive. 

Both  surfaces  display  pale  champagne 
iridescence.  One  of  the  scmcest  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issues  at  the  MS-64  level. 
You’ll  like  this  coin! . 3,650 

Mint  State  1919-D  50C  Rarity 
1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  gorgeous  light 
golden  toning.  A  winning  quality  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  This  delightful  1919-D  offers  a 
pleasing  mid-point  between  high  qusJ- 
ity  and  low  price.  Here  is  the  coin 
you’ve  been  waiting  for! . 5,995 

Choice  19205  Rarity 
19205  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
frosty  with  attractive  light  toning.  A 
choice  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series,  a  rarity  in  this 
combination  of  high  grade  and  high 
quality.  Another  find  for  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  buyer . 2,525 

Memorable  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 
1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
toning.  Exceptionally  well  struck.  Im¬ 
portant  as  being  far  and  away  the  rarest 
Philadelphia  Mint  coin  in  the  series.  A 

very  “special”  half  dollar . 3,450 

Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 
1921-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous 
quotient  of  original  lustre  remaining. 
The  key  issue  among  all  Liberty  Walk- 


This  &  That 

A  LETTER  came  in  the  ma,il  the  other  day  from  John  P.  Jensen,  a  Ne>w  York 
reader,  who  sent  along  some  interesting  postcards  and  also  a  note  about  his  enjoy¬ 
ing  The  Coin  Collector  and  his  recently  obtained  copy  of  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards. 


DOUBLE  TAKE:  A  recent  article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  was  titled  “AMEX 
loses  Times  listing,  market  share.”  Our  immediate  reaction  was  that  quotations  from 
the  American  Stock  Exchange  would  no  longer  be  listed  in  the  New  York  Times.  But, 
we  were  wrong.  The  article  stated  that  the  public  stock  of  the  Times,  now  traded 
on  the  AMEX,  will  be  moving  to  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange.  The  same  article 
of  the  Wall  Street  journal  noted  that  among  trademark  applications  filed  last  year, 
the  words  “extreme,”  “global,”  and  “silver,”  were  in  great  demand.  However,  “au¬ 
thentic,”  “international,”  and  “gold”  were  out  of  favor,  as  were  such  earlier  popu¬ 
lar  things  such  as  “ultra,”  “super,”  and  “mega.”  Other  entries  in  the  popular  category 
were  computer  terms  such  as  “virtual”  and  “cyber.”  When  our  offices  were  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  we  remember  that  hardly  a  month  went  by  without  our  not  noticing  the 
word  “cal”  used  as  the  beginning  of  a  trademark  or  company  name,  Caltrans  and 
Calgold  being  just  two  of  a  gazillion  examples. 

o  o  c? 

READER  J.T.  from  New  York  recently  sent  along  a  column,  “Pennies  from  . 
Heaven,”  by  Cynthia  Kaplan  in  The  New  York  Times.  She  contemplated  the  math¬ 
ematical  possibility  of  simultaneously  finding  a  rare  1914-D  Lincoln  “penny”  in  cir¬ 
culation  in  New  York  City  and  being  hit  by  an  asteroid.  She  mused  about  other 
unlikely  events,  such  as  Queen  Elizabeth  swimming  the  English  Channel.  She  con¬ 
cluded  by  saying;  “If  you  find  yourself  holding  a  1914  Lincoln  penny  with  a  D  mint- 
mark  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Houston  and  you  look  up  in  the  sky  and  see 
an  asteroid  heading  your  way,  don’t  say  we  didn’t  warn  you.” 


“Stop,  Drop,  and  Read!"  — Stnokey  the  Bear 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Credo 

1 .  Forming  a  collection  of  rare  coins,  tokens,  medals,  or  paper  money  can  be  a 
fascinating  addition  to  your  life  and  can  bring  you  much  pleasure  and  enjoyment. 

2.  We  enjoy  numismatics  immensely  ourselves. 

3.  We  will  do  our  best  to  bring  you  what  we  consider  to  be  the  best  values  in 
the  hobby,  and  at  the  same  time  we  will  treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
treated. 
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Best  Seller! 

A  Buyevas  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q-  David  Bowers 

Meet  each  and  every  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cent  through  the  pages  of  this  fascinating 
book.  This  book,  if  you  read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert!  Thousands  of  copies  have  been 
sold!  5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches,  softbound,  541  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

Stock  No.  BBM-311.  List  $45.00. 

Special  net:  $35 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough 
information  for  two  books!  8-1/2  by  11,  softbound,  392  pages,  illustrated. 

Stock  No.  BLA-107.  List  $43.95. 

Special  net:  $34 


ing  half  dollars . 2,750 

1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue; 
perennially  in  demand . 2,150 

Famous  1921-S  50(  Rarity 


1921-S  MS-63  (NGQ.  Light  gold  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  This  is  the  key  issue  in 
the  entire  series.  Only  at  widely  sepa¬ 
rated  intervals  do  we  ever  have  one  of 
these  in  stock,  so  few  are  there  available. 

A  find  for  the  advanced  buyer . 21,950 

Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 

1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still 
seen.  Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all 

grades . 4,650 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning  around  brilliant,  frosty 
surfaces.  This  is  an  attractive  example 
of  the  issue  with  a  typical  strike.  3,895 

1927- S  MS63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  great  find 

for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade,  attractive  appearance, 
and  recisonable  price . 1 ,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,950 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty .  1,950 

1929- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that 

offers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the 
MS-64  level.  A  far  above  average  strike, 
and  a  true  value  for  only . 1,495 

1929-S  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning . 1,075 

1933-S  MS63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1933- S  MS«3  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1934- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,330 

1936  Proof  Rarity 

1936  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  A  splendid  specimen . 3,950 


LIBERTY  WALKING 
HALF  DOLLARS 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  cer¬ 
tified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of 
MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  (other  grades 
and  coins  are  listed  earlier,  separately). 
These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Qual¬ 
ity,  and  are  brilliant  or  with  attractive, 
light,  natural  toning.  Smart  collectors  ev¬ 
erywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their 
headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves. 
Let  us  help  YOU  with  YOUR  collection. 


Now  is  the  time  to  start  or  add  to  your 
collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS63 

MS64 

MS65 

1934 

$88 

$109 

$425 

1934-D 

229 

435 

950 

1934-S 

650 

1375 

2995 

1935 

65 

89 

309 

1935-D 

235 

295 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

149 

1936-D 

105 

129 

350 

1936-S 

245 

385 

1937 

53 

69 

193  7-D 

195 

389 

193  7-S 

250 

369 

1938 

275 

1938-D 

495 

625 

850 

1939 

125 

1939-D 

110 

1939-S 

149 

189 

1940 

129 

1940-5 

42 

325 

1941 

38 

52 

109 

194 1-S 

105 

1942 

36 

45 

95 

1942-D 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

76 

425 

1943 

36 

45 

95 

1943-S 

45 

69 

399 

1944 

36 

45 

1944-D 

64 

119 

1944-S 

41 

66 

475 

1945 

36 

45 

97 

1945-D 

105 

1945-S 

38 

129 

1946 

45 

129 

1946-D 

36 

95 

1946-S 

109 

1947 

38 

45 

135 

1947-D 

99 

Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC) . 995 


Gobrecht  Dollar 


Beautiful  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 
1836  Judd-60  Original.  Proof-55  (PCGS). 


A  splendid  coin  with  attractive  light 
gold  toning.  Incre2isingly,  these  eu'e  be¬ 
ing  recognized  as  regular  issue  coins, 
not  patterns  (this  information  is  hardly 
new  and  can  be  found  in  references 
more  than  a  century  old;  however,  in 
recent  decades,  this  has  been  largely 
forgotten).  Add  this  beauty  to  your  type 
set! . 6,695 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 
1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 


specimen,  one  of  the  very  finest  in  ex¬ 
istence  of  this  two-way  rarity.  First,  as 
a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the  most  elu¬ 
sive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted 
or  exported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a 
major  rarity,  and  a  Mint  State  coin 
would  be  a  landmark.  Second,  Proofs 
were  struck  in  limited  numbers  for  col¬ 
lectors — ^just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all. 
Of  these,  the  present  specimen  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  to  survive.  Surfaces 
are  toned  light  gold  over  deep  mirror 


Becau ee 
You  Asked 

We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions  of  interest  in  the  field  of  American 
numismatics.  All  questions  will  be  answered,  and  some  will  be  used  in  this  column. 


J.J.W.  ASKS:  I  appreciate  your 
time  in  reading  this  letter  of  requesL 
I’ll  make  it  quite  brief.  I  am  a  48* 
year-old  business  owner  in  a  held  un¬ 
related  to  numismatics.  I’ve  been 
collecting  and  doing  some  small  in¬ 
vesting  off  and  on  since  a  young  age. 
Being  a  bit  tired  of  my  trade  after 
many  years,  I’m  toying  with  the  idea 
of  becoming  a  “small  time”  dealer  as 
a  side  line.  My  expertise  lies  within 
the  Morgan  dollar  series  of  which  I 
have  a  moderate  collection  of  semi¬ 
key  certified  pieces.  If  you  wouldn’t 
mind  giving  some  inside  advice  (I’ll 
understand  the  conflict  of  interest  if 
you  refuse),  here  are  the  questions: 

What  would  be  a  good  way  to 
get  started?  I  would  not  use  a  retail 
shop.  Would  it  be  good  to  send  out 
a  mailing  list  monthly  to  prospec¬ 
tive  buyers?  Perhaps  ads  in  Coin 
World?  What  is  a  good  way  to  pur¬ 
chase  certified  Morgans  at  a  whole¬ 
sale  level? 

I  couldn’t  think  of  a  more  knowl¬ 
edgeable  person  than  yourself  for 
advice.  I  have  a  few  of  your  publica¬ 


tions  which  are  remarkable.  My  favorite 
is  the  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  two-book  set.  You  should  be  very 
proud  of  that  publication.  I  can’t  imag¬ 
ine  the  research  that  must  have  gone 
into  that.  In  closing,  I  would  appreciate 
any  advice  and  can  assure  you  that  I 
don’t  believe  I  would  be  any  major  com¬ 
petition  in  the  marketplace.  Keep  up 
the  good  work. 

CC  ANSWERS:  For  starters,  you 
might  try  buy  a  copy  of  my  book.  How  to 
Be  a  Successful  Coin  Dealer,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  Coin  World  a  few  years  back  and 
is  now  out  of  print.  This  study  is  ancient 
history  in  a  way,  as  slabbed  coins  were  not 
a  reality  back  then.  However,  it  does  con¬ 
tain  what  I  consider  to  be  some  good  ba¬ 
sic  information.  Perhaps  one  of  these  days 
I  will  update  the  monograph  and  publish  a 
new  version,  or  see  if  Coin  World  wants  to 
do  it. 

If  you  specialize  in  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lars,  surely  you  will  find  a  wide  audience 
of  receptive  clients.  Not  only  is  Coin 
World  a  possibility  for  advertising  but 
Numismatic  News,  COINS  magazine. 


COINage,  and  other  publications  might  be 
worthwhile.  My  suggestion  would  be  that 
you  put  a  “key”  into  each  advertisement, 
measure  your  response,  and  then  place 
further  advertising  based  upon  what  type 
of  business  you  attract.  A  key  can  be 
rather  simple  such  as  “Dept.  CW”  as  part 
of  your  address  in  Coin  World.  All  of  this 
is  explained  in  some  detail  in  my  How  to 
Be  a  Successful  Coin  Dealer  book. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  easy  way  to  pur¬ 
chase  certified  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  at  a  “wholesale  level.” 

Overall,  I  have  found  that 
such  pieces  with  cheap 
prices  are  usually  what  are 
called  “low-end”  coins,  and 
are  stained,  spotted, 
marked  up,  etc.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries,  the  buying  of  coins 
typically  involves  in-per¬ 
son  inspection  whereby 
we  check  over  large 
quantities  of  coins  sent 
in  by  dealers,  investors, 
or  which  are  seen  at 
conventions,  and  then 
cherrypick  pieces  for  our  inventory.  Virtu¬ 
ally  always  this  means  paying  a  premium 
above  so-called  “bid”  prices.  However,  our 
clientele  for  the  most  part  consists  of  ad¬ 
vanced  numismatists  and  others  who  are 
interested  in  quality,  and  they  do  not  mind 
paying  a  premium  for  quality.  Markets  exist 
on  all  levels,  and  when  you  begin  your  spe¬ 
cialization  in  Morgan  dollars,  you  might 
want  to  consider  whether  you  want  to  pay 
a  premium  and  acquire  quality  coins,  or 
whether  you  want  to  buy  average  coins  at 
a  lower  price— there  are  many  opportuni¬ 


ties  in  both  sectors.  If  anything,  average 
coins  are  a  heck  of  a  lot  easier  to  buy 
and  are  probably  easier  to  sell,  as  every¬ 
one  likes  a  bargain  (that  is,  a  low  price). 

Perhaps  more  than  in  any  other  se¬ 
ries,  Morgan  dollars  form  the  possibility 
for  what  seems  to  me  to  be  misleading 
advertising,  such  as  offering  coins  as 
“nice  Uncirculated,”  when  they  are  re¬ 
ally  AU,  pitching  them  on  television 
shows  as  “bargains”  available  in  “limited 
quantities,"  but  pricing 
them  at  double  or  more 
of  what  legitimate  coin 
dealers  might  charge.  All 
of  this  indicates  that  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  are,  indeed, 
quite  popular.  A  properly 
conducted  business  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  reap  excellent 
rewards  for  you. 

With  regard  to  getting 
started,  my  suggestion 
would  be  that  you  begin 
your  business  slowly,  build 
up  a  small  inventory,  and 
try  some  small  advertising 
to  see  what  type  of  re¬ 
sponse  you  get.  I  would  not  make  a 
major  move  such  as  leaving  your  other 
business  or  source  of  income.  After  a 
while  you  can  determine  whether  your 
business  is  profitable,  whether  you  find 
it  interesting,  and  so  on,  and  then 
make  a  course  correction.  By  starting 
small,  your  mistakes  will  be  small  and 
you  can  learn  along  the  way.  • 

P.S.;  If  you  cannot  locate  a  copy  of 
my  How  to  Be  a  Successful  Coin  Dealer 
book,  I  could  arrange  to  have  a  photo¬ 
copy  made  locally  for  you. 
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The  Life  of  a  Collector 


(continued  from  page  1 ) 


The  Pleasures  of  Book  Collecting 

The  thrill  of  the  chase,  the  pride  of 
ownership — like  coins,  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture  is  a  fascinating  hobby.  As  usually 
happens  when  coin  collectors  get  serious 
about  their  collections,  they  begin  to  seek 
reference  material  about  what  they  are 
collecting.  1  was  no  exception. 

The  exact  beginning  of  my  book  col¬ 
lecting  1  don’t  remember,  but  I  do  recall 
that  back  around  1966  or  1967  a  local 
coin  dealer  called  me  and  asked  if  1  would 
be  Interested  in  a  large  group  of  old  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues.  In  the  lot  were  approxi¬ 
mately  75  by  Fort  Worth  dealer  B.  Max 
Mehl,  a  bunch  of  M.H.  Bolender  cata¬ 
logues  amounting  to  about  60  copies, 
and  a  further  60  copies  of  catalogues 
issued  by  Barney  Bluestone,  an  old-time 
dealer  in  Syracuse,  New  York. 

1  asked  him  how  much  he  wanted,  and 
he  said  that  one  dollar  each  would  take 
the  group.  1  told  him  1  would  pay  50«  each, 
and  he  told  me  to  come  down  and  pick 
them  up.  Holy  cow — almost  200  catalogues 
for  $100! 

Years  later,  all  of  these  became  dupli¬ 
cates  and  were  sold  in  connection  with  the 
Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  sale  of  the  Dr. 
Curtis  Paxman  Collection  and  other  prop¬ 
erties  (1974).  However,  by  this  time  1  had 
been  at  it  for  quite  a  while  and  had  a  large 
library. 

Right  after  my  purchase  of  the  B.  Max 
Mehl  catalogues  in  1966  or  1967, 1  went 
through  each  of  these  auctions  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  Mehl  did  not  hcmdle  more 
than  three  specimens  of  1877  pattern  half 
dollars  in  all  of  the  auctions  I  surveyed.  In 
his  major  sales,  which  were  put  up  in 
large-sized  catalogues  bearing  such 
names  as  Atwater,  Dunham,  Neil,  Roach, 
Farouk,  Ten  Eyck,  Granberg,  Griffin,  Man¬ 
ning,  Roe,  Green,  Geiss,  and  Conover,  not 
one  had  even  a  single  1877  pattern  half 
dollar!  The  largest  pattern  collection  Mehl 
ever  had  was  the  Olson  Collection,  which 
contained  approximately  625  lots,  includ¬ 
ing  many  great  rarities.  Would  you  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  was  just  one  1877  pattern 
half  dollar! 

Armed  with  this  information  I  sent  out 
want  lists  to  several  of  the  leading  coin 
dealers  of  the  day  Including  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries,  the  predecessor  of  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries — seeking  to  buy 
any  and  all  1877  pattern  half  dollars.  1 
would  never  have  gotten  the  thrill  of 
assembling  the  group  of  1877  pattern 
halves  in  my  collection  had  it  not  been 
for  spending  $100  on  those  auction  cata¬ 
logues.  As  already  mentioned,  all  of  these 
were  eventually  catalogued  for  auction 
by  Dave  Bowers  and  sold  in  1972. 

My  Love  for  Books 

My  great  love  for  numismatic  books 
and  related  literature  can  be  summed  up 
by  a  commentary  by  Mr.  Charles  Feinberg, 
as  printed  in  a  catalogue  issued  by 
Sotheby’s  on  December  15, 1986: 

One  lives  by  mistakes  and  learns  by 

experience  at  auctions — experiences 


make  up  your  mind  before  the  auction, 
how  badly  you  want  an  item  regardless 
of  what  the  appraisers  give  you  as  an 
indication  of  an  item’s  worth.  You  in 
your  own  mind  have  to  decide  what 
you  Ccm  afford. 

The  only  regrets  I  have  are  the 
items  I  didn’t  get,  the  ones  that  got 
away — these  are  my  lasting  regrets. 
Collecting  has  brought  me  welcomes 
and  honors — books  have  brought  me 
a  full  life,  but  I’ve  had  the  best  enjoy¬ 
ment  from  chcising  books  at  auctions. 

In  my  own  library,  my  pride  and  joy, 
and  a  great  rarity,  is  Raphael  P.  Thian’s 
personal  copy  of  the  Register  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  Treasury  Notes,  published 
in  Washington  in  1880.  This  deluxe  copy 
came  along  with  Thian’s  album  of  Con¬ 
federate  States  of  America  currency 
notes  and  was  acquired  from  the  son  of 
the  late  Herman  Englehardt,  who  years 
ago  was  a  dealer  in  Ccilif  omia.  Englehardt 
had  acquired  the  Register  in  1962  from 
two  granddaughters  of  Thian.  A  second 
copy  of  this  work,  not  as  nice,  is  in  my 
library,  and  I  have  learned  that  a  third 
copy  is  possessed  by  the  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  Library  in  Cambridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  also  possesses 
one.  Just  five  copies  were  made,  to  my 
knowledge. 

If  the  album  of  The  Currency  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  were  a 
coin  1  would  compare  it  with  and  call  it 
my  “Brasher  doubloon.”  So  far  as  the 
value  today  is  concerned,  books  have 
not  achieved  even  remotely  near  the 
prices  achieved  by  coins,  but  still  a  copy 
of  the  Thian  album  was  appraised  at 
$20,000  several  years  ago.  (Editor’s  note: 
Armand’s  copy  actually  sold  for  $25,300 
in  November  1994 — which  still  stands 
today  cis  an  all-time  record  for  a  single 
U.S.  numismatic  book  sold  at  public  auc¬ 
tion!) 

Another  prized  book  in  my  library, 
right  at  the  top  of  my  list,  is  the  16-page 
pamphlet  by  Dr.  Edward  Maris  on  the 
subject  of  1794  large  cents,  the  second 
edition,  1870.  1  know  of  only  two  other 
copies:  examples  in  the  Ford  Collection 
and  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
Library.  So  far  as  1  know,  this  book  has 
appeared  at  auction  only  two  times,  both 
being  Lyman  H.  Low  auctions,  May  9, 
1887  and  October  13, 1906.  (Editor’s  note: 
Armand’s  copy  sold  for  $6,380  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1994.) 

Another  great  rarity  in  my  library  is 
Dr.  William  Lee’s  The  Currency  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  with  pho¬ 
tographic  plates,  published  in  Washing¬ 
ton  in  1875.  1  know  of  just  five  copies 
extant  of  this  little-known  work,  includ¬ 
ing  two  in  institutions:  The  Library  of 
Congress  and  the  American  Numismatic 
Society.  (Editor’s  note:  Armand’s  copy 
sold  for  $4,400  in  November  1994.) 

Sets  of  The  Numismatist 
Another  pride  and  joy  of  mine  is  my 
set  of  The  Numismatist,  especially  the 
first  six  volumes  from  1888  through  1893. 


These  are  great  rarities.  In  1927  in  The 
Numismatist,  Farran  Zerbe  wrote  con¬ 
cerning  these  early  volumes. 

The  original  Dr.  Heath  set  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  me  from  the  Heath  estate 
when  1  took  over  The  Numismatist  follow¬ 
ing  his  death.  At  the  time  Mr.  W.W.C. 
Wilson  purchased  the  set  from  me;  on 
his  death  it  was  given  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  This  set  is 
bound  in  cloth.  I  parted  with  it  only 
because  1  previously  purchased  a  finer 
set  bound  in  three-quarters  Morocco 
with  gilt  edges,  at  the  Zabriskie  Sale.  It  is 
the  finest  set  extcmt.  (The  Zabriskie  set 
is  now  in  my  library.) 

A  note  in  The  Numismatist  two  years 
earlier,  in  1925,  traced  the  location  of 
just  six  complete  sets;  volumes  owned 
by  the  following:  Elliott  Smith,  Julius 
Guttag,  Farran  Zerbe  (Heath’s  set),  Rob¬ 
ert  Earle,  William  Stone,  and  the  Art  In¬ 
stitute  of  Chicago. 

Today,  in  1988, 1  know  of  the  following 
who  own  sets:  Harry  Bass,  The  American 
Numismatic  Society,  The  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association,  John  Adams, 
Byron  Johnson,  John  Jay  Pittman,  John 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Eric  P.  Newman,  and  myself. 
I  am  not  sure  of  the  location  of  a  set 
offered  in  an  auction  by  Jess  Peters  in 
1975,  a  set  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Ray  Byrne  and  earlier  was  in  the  Morey 
Perlmutter  library. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  how  rare  and 
desirable  the  first  six  volumes  of  The 
Numismatist  are,  I  relate  to  you  that  in  B. 
Max  Mehl’s  107th  sale,  the  Philpott  Col¬ 
lection,  the  10  highest-priced  coins  sold 
for:  Lot  11 1  at  $165,  Lot  174  $168,  Lot  657 
$178,  Lot  932  $187,  Lot  1794  $210,  Lot  656 
$210,  Lot  1001  $235,  Lot  1899  $325,  Lot 
2139  $390,  and  Lot  1372  $477.50.  In  the 
same  sale.  Lot  2017,  a  set  of  The  Numis¬ 
matist  from  1888  to  1892  brought  $585! 
(Editor’s  note:  Armand’s  set  sold  for 
$13,200  in  November  1994) 

Another  great  rarity  is  Ormsby’s  Bank- 
Note  Engraving  published  in  New  York  in 
1852.  This  large-sized  volume  is  illustrated 
with  engravings  of  designs  and  vignettes 
used  to  make  bank  notes  of  the  period.  I 
have  traced  the  whereabouts  of  just  seven 
copies,  and  of  these  five  have  the  original 
covers.  The  late  Herbert  Melnick  once 


cut  apart  a  copy  to  sell  the  plates  indi¬ 
vidually.  (Editor’s  note:  Armand’s  copy 
sold  for  $3,630  in  November  1994) 

Other  Highlights 

There  are  many  other  highlights  of 
my  library,  including  rare  auction  cata¬ 
logues,  deluxe  or  limited  editions  of  ref¬ 
erence  works  by  Adams-Woodin,  Valen¬ 
tine,  Browning,  Marvin,  Hetrich-Guttag, 
and  others;  a  complete  set  of  Frossard’s 
Numisma;  EdgcU"  H.  Adams’  notebook  on 
early  United  States  silver  coins,  obtained 
from  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  earlier  owned 
byF.C.C.  Boyd;  Adams’ notebookonHard 
Times  tokens  from  the  same  source;  and 
various  counterfeit  detectors  and 
banknote  reporters. 

The  search  for  rare  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture  has  been  a  challenging  one,  and 
scarcely  a  year  goes  by  without  several 
surprises  occurring.  One  thing  about  nu¬ 
mismatic  literature  is  that  many  fine 
books,  auction  catalogues,  and  other  pe¬ 
riodicals  are  continucdly  being  produced, 
so  it  is  also  fun  to  keep  my  library  up  to 
date  by  adding  things  1  consider  to  be 
relevant  or  important. 

The  Sale 

Time  comes  for  all  of  us  to  sell  our 
collections.  Although  I  was  offered  well 
over  a  million  dollars  for  my  collection 
by  a  private  buyer,  my  preference  was 
to  have  my  collecting  efforts  memorial¬ 
ized  in  a  series  of  sale  catalogues  issued 
under  the  Bowers  and  Merena  imprint. 

For  me,  book  collecting  has  been  a 
wonderful  experience.  Not  only  have  I 
collected  the  books  themselves,  but  I 
have  also  “collected  collectors.”  Be¬ 
yond  price  are  the  many  friendships  I 
have  made  and  the  fond  memories  I 
have  of  acquiring  the  books,  usually 
one  by  one. 

Each  of  my  books  bears  my  personal 
nameplate:  “From  the  past,  to  the 
present,  for  the  future.”  With  that  senti¬ 
ment,  I  hope  that  your  future  is  bright¬ 
ened  by  the  ownership  of  some  of  my 
fine  books,  and  that  you  derive  the  same 
measure  of  enjoyment  that  1  have  had. 

(Editors  note:  The  four  Bowers  and 
Merena  sales  concluded  with  prices  re¬ 
alized  totaling  $1,062,540.) 


that  are  good  and  bad.  You’ve  got  to 


This  &  That 


INTERESTING  ANALOGY:  “Thomas  Jefferson's  portable  writing  desk— sort 
of  an  18th  century  version  of  a  laptop.”  From  a  recent  catalogue  by  jostin  Hall  Rare 
Books. 

O  0  O  0 

WELL-LIKED:  COINage  magazine  had  an  article  by  Mark  Benvenuto,  “Walk¬ 
ing  Liberty  Half:  An  Enduring  Favorite.”  The  writer  stated  that  the  coin  is  a  “col¬ 
lector  favorite”  and  has  a  “good  track  record.”  Many  collectors  begin  with  later 
issues,  some  starting  with  1940  and  continuing  through  the  end  of  the  series  in 
1 947,  he  noted. 


NEWS  ITEMS  from  a  recent  issue  of  Maine  Antique  Digest  Alan  M.  Goffman, 
long-time  dealer  in  prints  done  by  illustrators  for  Saturday  Evening  Post  and  other 
magazine  covers,  passed  away.  We  met  Alan  once  and  corresponded  with  him  a 
few  times  on  some  illustrators  in  whom  we  have  maintained  a  casual  interest,  in¬ 
cluding  Philip  Boileau,  Harrison  Fisher,  and  Robert  Robinson.  The  same  issue  noted 
that  a  six-gallon  stoneware  churn  fished  from  a  trash  pile  in  Ohio  sold  at  auction 
for  $9,500— lucky  find.  What  is  the  value  of  the  original  lock  on  the  Democratic 
National  Committee’s  office  door  in  Watergate— the  one  that  was  broken  into  25 
years  ago?  The  lock  was  immediately  replaced,  but  was  saved,  and  was  offered  at 
auction,  apparently  with  a  reserve  bid  of  $25,000,  but  it  did  attract  a  bid  of 
$13,000,  which  was  not  accepted. 

O  0  O  0 

A  RECENT  ARTICLE  by  David  L.  Ganz  in  Numismatic  News  noted  that  while 
the  Dow-Jones  Industrial  Average  has  been  breaking  records,  the  Salomon  Broth¬ 
ers  Index  of  Rare  Coins,  widely  publicized  a  few  years  ago  but  which  has  not  been 
kept  up-to-date,  would  be  celebrating  its  1 9th  anniversary  if  it  had  been  maintained. 
Further  “A  surprising  correlation  of  these  two  prestigious  indices  shows  that  rare 
coins  have  outpaced  the  stock  market,  even  now  as  stock  records  are  broken  daily. 
New  records  are  set  on  a  daily  basis  as  the  Dow  has  risen  to  more  than  7500.  It 
seemingly  makes  other  investments  look  less  than  stellar.  But  when  rare  coins  are 
compared  with  the  Dow,  what  it  has  done  recently,  how  it  has  performed  in  the 
last  three  decades— indeed,  how  it  has  performed  over  the  past  half  century— the 
surprising  results  are  highly  favorable.  They  show  that  rare  coins  remain  a  valuable 
investment  vehicle  in  their  own  right...” 


The  Coin  Collector  O  October  27, 1997 
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^^What  big  eyes  you  have,  Grandma!  All 
the  better  to  read  to  you,  my  dear!” 

— Little  Red  Riding  Hood 


background.  The  strike  is  needle  sharp. 
If  you  offered  to  pay  twice  our  price,  we 
doubt  if  you  could  find  this  coin’s 
equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  finest 

cabinet  of  silver  dollars . 29,875 

Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and 
brilliant.  In  true  Mint  State  condition, 
this  is  one  of  the  rarest  dates  of  the  en¬ 
tire  Liberty  Seated  series  and  is  very 

much  underrated . 4,950 

Beautiful,  Choice  1859-0  $1 

1859- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny 

surfaces.  A  beautiful  and  very  choice 
example.  You’ll  appreciate  the  qual¬ 
ity!  . 2,850 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 

1860- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably 
from  the  Treasury  hocird  of  this  variety, 
most  examples  from  which  have  been 


widely  scattered . 2,650 

1860-0  MS62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 


Seldom  Seen  1861  Dollar 
1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  in  high- 
grade  business  strike  form.  A  prize 
date  among  Liberty  Seated  silver  dol¬ 
lars . 2,650 

Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 
1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces. 
One  of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of 
this  highly  prized  date.  The  1863  is  a  rar¬ 
ity  in  any  and  all  grades . 6,350 

Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 
1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and 
very  well  detmled.  A  magnificent  speci¬ 
men  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar 
issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and 
even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here 
presented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur 

cmd  specialist . 6,650 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing,  with  most  of  the  original  lustre  still 
surviving.  A  rarity  in  all  business  strike 

grade  levels . 1,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this 
grade  (and  just  about  any  other  grade, 
too).  Nearly  all  high^ade  pieces  on  the 
market  are  Proofs;  AU  and  Mint  State 
business  strikes  are  rarities . 1,450 

Morgan  Dollars 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS- 
65.  Brilliant.  Ever  popular  “changeover” 

variety . 1,850 

Important  1879-CC  dollar 
1879-CC  MS^3  (PCGS).  Perfect  CC  mint- 
mark.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  splendid 

specimen . 3,050 

1879CC  MS61  (PCGS).  So^alled  “perfect 

CC”  variety.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1879-CC  AU-55.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 
grade  level.  A  key  to  the  Morgan  dollar 

series . 975 

Rare  1879-CC  Dollar 
1879-CC  Capped  Die.  (more  correctly  de¬ 
scribed  as  Large  CC  Mintmark  over 
Small  CC  Mintmark;  the  “Capped  Die 
nomenclature  should  be  completely 

discarded).  MS63  (PCGS) . 2,895 

Beautiful  1879-CC  Rarity 

1879- CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC 
(Capped  Die,  so  called)  MS-63  (PCI). 
Deep  golden  peripheral  toning.  ..  2,895 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  The  Reverse  of  ’78  is  about 
four  times  rarer  than  the  regular  re¬ 
verse  of  this  year . 1,795 

1882-0/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular, 
scarce,  and  quite  curious 
“overmintmark”  issue.  An  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  high-quality  example  of  a 
variety  you’ll  enjoy  inspecting  under  a 

magnifying  glass . 1,050 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brillicmt.  Not  easy 

to  find  in  this  high  grade . 895 

Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 
1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive,  brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date. 
Deep  mirrored  fields  surround  cameo 
devices  creating  a  stunning  visual  treat. 
One  of  the  great  key  issues  in  the  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollar  series . 13,500 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  de¬ 
vices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  show 
considerable  prooflike  character.  1,1 95 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,295 

Especially  Nice  1893-CC  $1 

1893- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  An  especially  nice  example,  as 
it  has  far  fewer  bagmarks  than  usually 
seen  for  this  issue  (among  all  Morgan 


dollars,  the  1893-CC  and  1895-S  are 
the  most  notorious  for  being 

bagmarked) . 3,250 

1893-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at 
the  rims  on  the  reverse.  Long  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  scarce  issue,  a  key  to  the 
series.  Third  rarest  of  the  CC  mintmcirks, 


after  1889-CC  and  1879-CC . 1,595 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1893^  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,450 


Significant  1893-S  Dollar 

1893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  a  coin  that  retains  much  of  its 
original  mint  lustre.  This  is  the  key  mint- 
mark  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  When 
seen,  excimples  of  1893-S  ctfe  apt  to  be  in 
the  VF  rcinge,  with  an  occeisional  EF,  but 
only  rarely  in  AU.  A  tremendous  coin,  a 
“find”  that  will  look  just  right  in  a  special¬ 
ized  dollar  collection . 12,950 

1895  Dollar  Rarity 

1895  EF-40.  A  Proof  that  was  “spent.” 
Some  of  the  Proof  finish  is  still  seen  in 
protected  areas.  One  of  only  880  Proofs 
struck.  In  the  absence  of  any  known 
Mint  State  coins  existing  (it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that  the  12,000  listed  in  the  Mint 
Report  were  either  melted  or  repre¬ 
sented  coins  dated  1894),  any  1895 
Morgan  dollar  is  a  numismatic  land¬ 
mark.  A  find  for  the  specialist. ..  15,500 

Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 

1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive 
frosty  lustre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far 
nicer  thzm  usually  seen  specimen  of  this 
key  Scin  Francisco  Mint  issue.  If  you  have 
been  searching  for  a  particularly  choice 

1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here! . 3,650 

Quality  1895-S  Dollar 

1895- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit 

of  looking  to  find  quality  1895-S  dollars, 
as  this  issue  and  also  1893-CC  are 
nearly  always  very  heavily  bagmau'ked. 
You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 2,395 

1896- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  key 
coin  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  2,150 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCQ.  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 995 

1897- S  MS-65,  DMPL  (NGC).  A  prize  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  that’s  sure  to  please. ..  1,350 

1901  AU-58.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Quite  attrac¬ 
tive . 825 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 

extremely  well-struck . 825 

Gorgeous  1903S  Dollar 

1903- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 

tiful.  A  gorgeous  coin.  A  key  to  the 
Morgan  dollar  series . 4,650 

1904- S  MS63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1,925 

Collectors’ 

Comments 

David  Sundman  Writes 

“Dear  Dave, 

“Many  thanks  for  the  copy  of  your 
Curious  Case  of  the  Coin  Collector’s 
Kline  ‘Little  Edition’  by  Dr.  Joel  j. 
Orosz.  1  began  reading  it  immediately 
last  night  and  couldn’t  put  it  down— 
it’s  a  great  mystery,  well  told.  As 
Kline  was  also  a  stamp  dealer,  I  am 
having  my  brother  Don  search  his 
philatelic  library  of  old  publications  to 
see  whether  we  can  discover  some  of 
Kline’s  stamp  advertisements. 

“I  look  forward  to  the  next  sev¬ 
eral  editions  of  ‘Little  Editions.’  ” 

Editor’s  note:  David’s  brother  Don  is 
the  owner  of  the  Mystic  Stamp  Co., 
Camden,  NY. 

P.LH.  Writes  from  Florida 

“just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that 
I  enjoy  reading  your  books.  I  have 
quite  a  few  already,  and  I’ve  just  or¬ 
dered  a  few  more,  which  are  on  the 
way.  Of  your  past  books,  1  really  like 
Coins  and  Collectors,  which  you  wrote 
in  1964.  I  love  the  old  ads,  pictures 
and  drawings;  I  enjoy  having  and  re¬ 
reading  the  book,  and  just  wanted  to 
let  you  know  that.  Thanks.” 


B&M  New  Book  Update 

Mark  Borckardt  continues  to  work  on  editing  the  immense  Walter  Breen  manu¬ 
script  on  1793-1814  large  cents.  His  pile  of  draft  pages  is  about  six  inches  high! 
Publication  is  anticipated  in  1998. 

Dave  Bowers  is  busy  at  work  on  several  writing  projects. 
His  book  about  early  rare  coin  dealer  Augustus  B.  Sage,  who 
flourished  in  New  York  City  circa  1857-1861,  is  99%  com¬ 
pleted,  text-wise.  As  the  1 6-year-old  Sage  was  the  primary 
force  behind  the  formation  of  the  American  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety  in  1858,  a  special  section  of  the  book  will  be  devoted  to 
the  early  history  of  the  Society  and  will  have  many  facts,  an¬ 
ecdotes,  and  items  of  information  never  in  print  in  a  book 
before.  Readers  of  the  book  will  (hopefully)  have  a  “I  am 
there”  feeling  when  reading  about  the  rare  coin  hobby  and 
market  in  the  1850s. 

Meanwhile,  his  manuscript  for  the  new  edition  of  A  Buyer’s 
Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market  is  coming  along  nicely.  When 
published  next  year,  we  may  give  it  a  new  title  to  reflect  the 
large  changes  in  its  content. 

Then  there  is  the  still-secret  “Washington  project,”  about  which  more  will  be 
said  in  due  course.  This  is  a  staff-wide  endeavor. 

For  a  number  of  years  now,  Dave  has  been  gathering  information  on  America’s 
premier  die  engraver  of  the  early  19th  century,  Charles  Cushing  Wright.  Enough 
material  is  on  hand  for  a  book-length  treatment,  but  no  schedule  has  been  set. 

Several  new  “Little  Edition"  monographs  by  QDB  and  others  are  in  various 
stages  of  completion.  We  expect  that  early  in  1998  we’ll  publish  another  suite  of 
four,  thus  bringing  the  total  up  to  eight,  with  more  to  come. 


VARIETY 

1878-S 

MS63 

MS64 

MS65 

$189 

1879 

735 

1879-CC 

$3050 

$4950 

18794) 

119 

365 

1879-S 

115 

1880 

775 

1880-CC 

255 

575 

MORGAN  SILVER 
DOLLARS 

18804) 

265 

1495 

1880-S 

41 

115 

1881 

65 

725 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list 
of  Morgan  dollars  against  the  following 
“grid,”  which  consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64, 
and  MS-65  coins  (for  other  grades,  see 

18814:C 

189 

225 

399 

18814) 

89 

1450 

188 1-S 

29 

41 

109 

1882 

389 

our  previous  individual  listings).  Each 

18824;C 

255 

coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 

18824) 

35 

659 

or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been 

1882-S 

115 

hand-picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium 

1883 

119 

Quality.  If  you  want  the  finest  quality, 
plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price  paid, 
this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you 
build  an  award-winning  collection! 

18834;C 

98 

215 

1883-0 

29 

41 

1884 

195 

18844:C 

85 

199 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS64  MS-65 

1884-0 

29 

41 

1878  7/8  TF  $99  $255 

1885 

119 

1878CC  $945 

18854;C 

239 

249 

479 

Bijan  Anvar  Writes 


I  received  both  of  the  books  Bowers 
and  Merena  recently  published.  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents  and  A 
Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cents.  WOW! 

First,  let  me 
comment  on 
QDB’s  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents 
book.  I  was  first  im¬ 
pressed  with  the 
amount  of  intro¬ 
ductory  informa¬ 
tion.  It  is  enough  to 
addict  someone  to 
an  entirely  new  se¬ 
ries!  The  chapter 
on  grading  is  tre¬ 
mendous,  and  very 
in-depth.  True  to 
form,  QDB  has  pro¬ 
duced  another  fan¬ 
tastic  addition  to 
my  library,  and  as  always,  the 
title  does  not  do  it  justice. 
Somewhere  in  there,  the 
word  encyclopedia  should 
have  been  fit  in,  as  the  / 
amount  of  information  this  / 
book  contains  is  massive. 

The  appendices  are  ex¬ 
tremely  useful,  especially 
the  population  reports!  It  is  great  to 
have  this  information  in  the  book,  and  not 
have  to  refer  to  another  reference  for  it. 

I  will  highly  recommend  this  book  to  col¬ 
lectors  of  the  series,  as  well  as  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  numismatics.  This  book  most 
certainly  is  one  of  the  best  numismatic 
literary  bargains  of  the  year. 


David  Lange’s  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents  is  just  that,  a  complete  guide! 
Every  year  and  variety  is  mentioned,  and 
a  vast  amount  of  information  is  given  for 
each.  I  never  knew  there  was  that  much 
to  Lincoln  cents!  What  I 
found  to  be  especially  useful 
are  the  close-up  photo¬ 
graphs  of  overdates,  and 
other  varieties!  The  quality 
of  the  enlargements  are  ex¬ 
cellent  and  very  useful 
when  examining  your  own 
coins.  This  book  made  me 
pull  out  my  cents  and  check 
them  for  over¬ 
dates  and 
/  varieties. 
Two  of 
my  favorite 
chapters 
are  the  one 
on  Errors 
and  the  one 
on  Altered 
Coins.  I  am 
quite  fascinat¬ 
ed  by  errors, 
so  this  chapter 
was  of  even 
greater  interest 
to  me.  I  am  also 
interested  in 
counterfeit  and  al¬ 
tered  coins,  so  this  chapter,  too,  was  of 
great  interest.  Both  were  very  thorough 
and  educational,  and  added  another  spark 
to  my  interests!  The  appendices  are  very 
useful,  and  supply  a  wealth  of  information 
and  statistics. 
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An  All-Time  Favorite! 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 


Read  about  the 
history,  art,  ro¬ 
mance,  and  invest¬ 
ment  aspect  of 
coins.  There  are 
classics  in  every  se¬ 
ries,  and  among 
numismatic  books 
this  is  one  of  them. 
You’ll  read  it  from 
cover  to  cover  and 
enjoy  every  page. 
8-1/2  by  11  inches, 
hardbound,  306 
pages,  illustrated. 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Stock  No.  BBM-125.  List  $24.95. 

Special  net:  $18 


VARIETY 

MS^3 

MS^4 

MS-65 

1885-0 

$29 

$41 

$109 

1885-S 

155 

345 

1886 

29 

41 

109 

1886-0 

2795 

1886-S 

259 

510 

1887 

29 

41 

1887-0 

259 

1887-S 

139 

395 

1888 

32 

49 

155 

1888-0 

435 

1888-S 

199 

490 

1889 

32 

279 

1889-0 

199 

599 

1889-S 

165 

289 

1225 

1890 

135 

1890-CC 

359 

695 

1890-0 

59 

155 

1890-S 

65 

129 

819 

1891 

109 

599 

1891-CC 

265 

499 

2380 

1891-0 

199 

659 

189 1-S 

189 

1295 

1892 

280 

535 

1892-CC 

765 

1195 

1892-0 

580 

1893 

775 

1295 

1893-CC 

3250 

1894-S 

749 

1495 

1896 

29 

155 

1897 

239 

1897-0 

4750 

1897-S 

465 

1898 

45 

185 

1898B 

32 

119 

1898-S 

219 

420 

1899 

155 

1899-0 

32 

119 

1899-S 

395 

1900 

32 

135 

1900-0 

32 

119 

1900-0/CC 

465 

1900-S 

269 

1295 

1901-0 

165 

190 1-S 

445 

699 

1902 

435 

1902-0 

135 

1902-S 

495 

1903 

175 

1903-0 

189 

199 

325 

1903-S 

4650 

1904 

399 

19044) 

29 

1904-S 

1925 

3150 

1921  Morgan 

19 

29 

119 

192 1-D 

239 

192 1-S 

109 

1350 

Peace  Dollars 

1924-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924- 
S  dollars  with  eye  appeal  are  hard  to 

find .  1,175 

1924-S  MS^4  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were 
lucky  to  buy  it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to 
have  the  chance  to  acquire  it  for  your 

own . 1,175 

192SS  MS«4.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,275 

1934-S  Peace  Dollar 
1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  irides¬ 
cence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in 
Uncirculated  grade,  and  widely  es¬ 
teemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A  prize 


for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,550 

1934- S  MSb62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally 

nice  example  of  this  issue . 1,075 


PEACE  DOLLARS 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  care¬ 
fully.  Each  one  has  been  hand-picked  for 
quality.  Each  coin  is  NGC  or  PCGS  certi¬ 
fied,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly  and 
attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among 
the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you 
are  particular  about  quality  and  value, 
your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS63 

MS-64 

MS65 

1921 

$455 

1922 

$22 

38 

$145 

1922-D 

55 

435 

1922-S 

295 

1923 

22 

38 

145 

1923-D 

235 

1923-S 

59 

209 

1924 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1175 

1925 

45 

145 

1925-S 

575 

1926 

65 

310 

1926-D 

115 

199 

515 

1926-S 

189 

975 

1927 

99 

245 

1927-D 

215 

525 

1927-S 

245 

695 

1928-S 

325 

1250 

1934 

99 

240 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

625 

1895 

1934-S 

2550 

3950 

1935 

625 

1935-S 

225 

395 

1075 

1873  MS-62  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of 

the  series.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  that  will  be  a  fine  addition  to  any 
high-quality  type  set  of  U.S.  coin  de¬ 
signs  or  to  a  specialized  set  of  trade 
dollars . 995 

Gem  1874  Trade  $1 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  bril¬ 
liant  silver  surfaces.  Very  deep  and 
frosty  lustre.  One  of  the  finest  business 
strikes  we’ve  ever  seen  of  this  early 


date . 4,195 

Mint  State  1874-CC  Trade  $1 
1874-CC  MS^2  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  mint  lustre . 2,595 

1874-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 

1874-S  MS^3  (PCGS) . 1,895 


1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer 

than  generally  supposed . 1,250 

1875-CC  Type  1/1 MS62  (PCGS) . 1,450 

1875-S/CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  The  first  and  only  overmintmark 
variety  in  the  series . 1,795 

1875-S  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous . 1,095 

1875- S  Type  1/1.  MS-62.  Delicate  golden 

toning.  A  splendid  trade  dollar,  a  coin 
with  lots  of  eye  appeal . 995 

1876  Type  1/11.  MS«3  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning. 
Another  splendid  trade  dollar . 1,450 

Mint  State  1876-CC  Trade  $1 

1876- CC  Type  l/I.  MS60  (PCGS).  The  1876- 

CC  in  Mint  State  is  one  of  the  prizes  of 
the  trade  dollar  series.  Nearly  all  were 
shipped  to  China,  where  they  became 
chopmarked  or  were  melted.  Few 
equivalent  pieces  exist  today . 3,495 

1876- S  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous . 1,295 

1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence 

complements  the  frosty  surfaces. 
Wisps  of  golden  brown  can  be  seen  at 
the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as  the 
last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  business  strike  for¬ 
mat.  AH  subsequent  dates  are 
Proof-only  issues . 1,395 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Usual  strike . 1,395 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold, 
green,  and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not 
fully  struck,  it  is  much  sharper  than  most. 
Quite  elusive  in  higher  grades . 1,395 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty 
surfaces  with  beautiful  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 1,395 

1877- CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  the 

series.  Particularly  elusive  in  higher 
grades . 1,695 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 
gold  toning.  Especially  prooflike  surfaces. 
A  very  nice  excunple  of  this  issue. .  1,095 
Key  1878^C  Trade  $1 

187SCC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  surfaces.  The  key  trade  dollar 
issue  cimong  business  strikes.  There  are 
probably  1,000  people  with  this  on  their 
want  lists,  but  very  few  coins  to  go 


around! . 2,850 

18785  MS53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous;  a  coin  which  mounts  a  serious 
challenge  to  MS-64! . 1,550 


U.S.  GOLD  COINS 


$1  GOLD  PIECES 


1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin 
for  a  type  set . 1,095 


1856  Slanting  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,950 

Rare  18595  Gold  Dollar 
18595  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  this  1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at 

this  grade  level  is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Popular  low-mintage  rarity.  1 ,495 


QUARTER  EAGLES 


Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 
1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold 
specimen  of  this  rcire  ecU'ly  quarter  eagle 
date.  A  coin  that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type 

set  or  a  specialized  collection . 5,995 

Mint  State  1834  $2.50 
1834  Classic  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  new  design.  Scarce  in  all 

Mint  State  levels . 5,500 

1839  Breen-6148.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  attractive.  Coined  during  the  final 
year  of  the  Classic  Head  design  type.  A 

very  attractive  coin . 1,895 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Just  acquired.  An 
especially  nice  example  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1,750 

1850-C  EF-40.  Scarce  and  desirable.  A 

lovely  coin . 1,395 

Rare  1859-D  $2.50 

1859-D  EF-40  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  rarity.  Just  2,244  were  minted. 
How  many  can  survive  today?  Only  a 
few,  of  which  this  is  certainly  one  of  the 

most  attractive . 2,495 

1859-D  F-15.  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  all 

grades . 950 

1878  MS53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  com¬ 
bination  of  high  grade  and  visual 

beauty . 1,095 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business 
strike  mintage  of  only  4,000  coins.  1,395 
1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  whisper  of  olive  irides¬ 
cence .  1,150 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so 

nice . 1,450 

1900  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant 
with  wisps  of  fiery  orange  at  the  ob¬ 
verse  rim.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mir¬ 


rors . 2,195 

1903  MS54  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  M863.  Brilliant . 950 

1906  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1906  MS63.  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 
191 1-D  MSB4  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of 
the  rarest  and  most  desired  issue  in  (he 
Indian  quarter  eagle  series.  Mintmark 
very  bold  (worth  noting,  as  some  of  this 
issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It  is  not 


This  &  That 

IN  CASE  YOU  DIDNT  KNOW;  Phoenix,  AZ,  doesn’t  have  its  own  air  force 
(we  read  this  recently,  as  an  explanation  why  a  UFO  that  was  seen  over  the  city 
couldn’t  be  investigated  by  the  city  government).  Northwest  Orient  is  eliminating 
movies  on  most  of  its  long  flights,  raising  the  question  what  passengers  will  possi¬ 
bly  find  to  do.  How  about  reading  a  good  book?  We  had  never  even  heard  the  word 
abs  until  recent  years,  when  it  seems  to  pervade  the  television  screen— apparently 
all  of  our  abs  (which,  we  conclude  means  “abdominal  muscles”)  are  in  bad  shape, 
and  need  all  sorts  of  gizmos  to  fix  them.  Latest  word  is  that  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission  has  a  problem  with  such  devices  not  doing  what  they  claim. 

O  0  ©  0 

WHY  IS  IT  that  as  the  Dow-Jones  Industrial  Average  seems  to  outperform 
nearly  all  mutual  funds,  mutual  funds  pay  many  millions  of  dollars  for  high-priced 
experts  to  guide  them?  Why  don’t  they  save  money  and  buy  only  the  Dow  stocks? 
Seems  reasonable. 

©  ©  ©  © 

YES  OR  NO?:  Recently  in  a  proxy  statement  from  General  Mills,  Inc.,  we  no¬ 
ticed  that  the  inside  front  page  was  boldly  imprinted;  “(This  page  has  been  left 
blank  intentionally.)”  Well,  to  us  this  voided  its  otherwise  blank  status.  A  point 

to  ponder. 

*  *  * 

WE  DID  NOT  ATTEND  the  recent  93rd  annual  convention  of  the  American 
Political  Science  Association,  and  thus  missed  the  speeches  including  “Thucydides’ 
Prosaic  Spatial  and  Temporal  Distancing  from  the  Immediate  Experience  Suffused 
with  Being  of  Homer’s  Poetic  Archaic  Hero.” 

©  o  ©  o 

WE  COLLECT  typographical  errors,  as  constant  readers  know.  We  recently 
found  the  following  in  a  business  report  sent  to  us  by  a  California  firm  “The  Aisle 
of  Man,”  presumably  a  reference  to  the  Isle  of  Man. 

'4;.^  V 

OUR  PERSONAL  CONGRATULATIONS  to  media  mogul  Ted  Turner  on  his 
recent  announcement  to  donate  $1  billion  of  his  fortune  to  charities  supervised  by 
the  United  Nations.  Perhaps  he  will  be  remembered  as  the  Andrew  Carnegie  of  our 
generation. 


^^Get  thee  to  a  bookery!^^ — Shakespeare 
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often  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 

level . 10,950 

Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 
191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A 

“find”  for  the  specialist . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye 

appeal  for  the  grade . 1,595 

1914  MS62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1926  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen  that  is  sure  to  please.  .1,150 
1929  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 


$3  GOLD 


1855  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1,295 

Mint  State  1878  $3 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

An  ideal  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,995 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  for 
which  the  reverse  is  fully  equal  to  a 
Mint  State  coin . 1,250 


HALF  EAGLES 


1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1,450 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in 

a  significantly  lower  grade . 1,995 

18524)  AU-50.  Bright  yellow  gold.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  example;  one  of  the  finest  we’ve 

seen . 2,150 

1879CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains 

in  protected  cireas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1881^  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,250 

Gem  188&S  $5  Gold 
188&S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the 
1886-S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in 
fact,  is  quite  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at 
the  MS-64  level  it  is  a  rarity . 2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite 

scarce  in  Mint  State,  edthough  readily 
available  in  worn  grades . 1,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular 

cmd  somewhat  sccU'ce  New  Orleans  is¬ 
sue . 1,495 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 
1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Eixceptionally  nice.  A 

qucility  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1908  Uberty.  MS64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.2,150 
Mint  State  1909-D  $5 
1909-D  MS64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin 
for  a  type  set.  While  1909-D  is  relatively 
aveulable  in  lower  Mint  State  levels,  in 

MS-64  grade  it  is  fairly  scarce . 4,195 

Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 
1909-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  The  key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head 
half  eagle  series.  Notable  as  the  last 
gold  coinage  variety  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  Only  34,200  examples 

were  struck . 3,895 

Gem  1912  $5  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
beauty! . 5,295 


The  Coin  Collecrtor 


1914  MS^3.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare 

so  fine . -1,950 

Splendid  MS63  1914-D  $5 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  A  find  for  the  discriminating 
buyer . 2,450 


$10  GOLD  EAGLES 


Choice  1801  $10  Gold 
1801  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A 

choice  specimen . 5,400 

1842-0  EF-45  . 995 

1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high- 
grade  example  of  this  early  Liberty 

Head  $10  date . 1,500 

1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 1,495 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 
1903  MS64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men . 3,895 

Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 
1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
A  key  date  on  the  Indian  eagle  series. 
Attractive  light  orange-gold  toning. 
Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue  are 

quite  underrated . 7,495 

1912-S  MS62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last 
readily  collectible  issue  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation . 850 


$20  GOLD 
DOUBLE  EAGLES 


1874-CC  AU-50 . 995 

1877-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Popular  Carson 

City  issue . 950 

Gem  1907  Arabic  Date  $20 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals. 

MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful . 3,495 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 995 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to 

find  in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable 
offering  as  such.  Lustrous  and  very 
beautiful . 3,450 

1909/8  MS61  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate.  Al¬ 
ways  popular . 1,350 

1915- S  MS^5  (NGC).  Certainly  cunong  the 

finer  specimens  of  this  mintmark  issue 
we’ve  offered  in  recent  times . 1,995 

1916- S  MS65  (NGC).  This  the  last  double 

eagle  issue  until  1920 . 1,850 

Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 

1922-S  MS«4  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all 
grades,  particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level 
here  offered.  This  coin  is  an  ideal  buy 
for  the  connoisseur.  Not  often  do  we 
have  such  a  beauty  to  offer! . 4,850 


Now  in  its  4—  Printing 

The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Tills  book,  written  in  1979 
for  Thejohns  Hopkins  Uni- 
venity  and  illustrated  with 
coins  from  the  fabulous  $25 
million  Garrett  Collection, 
is  a  veritable  “University 
Course”  in  numismatics.  It 
is  of  interest  to  note  that  the 
University  expected  that 
1 ,000  copies  would  be  sold 
over  a  10-year  period.  How¬ 
ever,  within  10  years  over 
10,000  copies  had  been  sold. 

One  of  America’s  larger  rare 
coin  dealers  (not  Bowers  and 
Merena,  by  the  way)  made  it 
a  rule  that  anyone  wanting  to 
work  with  coins  on  its  staff  had  to  read  this  book  first.  Covering  all  American  scries  from 
colonial  to  territorial  gold,  this  book  is  a  must  for  beginner  and  expert  numismatists  alike. 
8-1/2  by  1 1  inches,  hardbound,  572  illustrated  pages,  including  color  plates.. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  $59.95 

Special  net:  $50 


O  October  27,  1997 
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LINCOLN 


CENTS 


David  W.  Lange’s  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents  is  one  of  those  hidden 
treasures  among  numismatic  literature.  Many  references  fall 
into  the  historical  category  which  provide  for  enjoyable 
reading.  An  example  of  such  is  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Other  books  are  very  basic 
research  tools  providing  descriptions  and  listings  of  coins 
with  little  additional  information.  Such  a  reference  is  Penny 
Whimsy  by  Dr.  William  Sheldon.  The  latter  reference  has 
some  historical  background  but  is  primarily  a  description  of 
varieties  of  large  cents. 

Very  seldom  do  we  find  a 
book,  such  as  this  reference  by  David  Lange,  which  suc¬ 
cessfully  combines  the  historical  aspects  with  research 
information. 

Lange  starts  out  with  an  extensive  history  of  the  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  including  information  about  proposed  designs 
by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  and  the  involvement  of 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  Numerous  citations  are 
included  which  tell  the  story 
of  the  design  which  was  even¬ 
tually  completed  by  Victor  D. 

Brenner.  Also  included  in  the  historical  section  are  back¬ 
grounds  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  also  of  designer  Brenner. 
The  next  major  section  of  Lange’s  book  discusses  the 
various  design  changes,  including  obverse  and  reverse  hub 
changes  along  with  the  change  from  the  wheat  ear  design 
to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  design.  Also  discussed  are  vari¬ 
ous  pattern  issues  and  experimental  issues  including  the 
1942  plastic  cents,  the  1974  aluminum  cents,  and  “the  in¬ 
famous  General  Motors  ruler  press”  pennies. 

Additional  chapters  include  information  about  error  coins,  counterfeits,  and 
grading.  Finally,  the  book  turns  to  the  research  portion  including  a  date  and  mint 
analysis  of  all  issues.  Lange  includes  information  about  rarity,  historical  values,  popu¬ 
lation  information  from  the  grading  service,  varieties  and  various  comments.  For 
those  specifically  interested  in  beginning  a 
collection  of  the  series,  this  various 
historical  information  is  ex¬ 
tremely  useful.  Finally,  the 
section  on  Proof  coinage  is 
extremely  important  for 
the  collector  or  dealer.  Es¬ 
pecially  of  interest  are  the 
characteristics  of  the  Matte 
Proof  coinage,  a  specialty  which 
can  create  numismatic  headaches 
from  time  to  timp. 

I  am  extremely  impressed  with  the  abilities  of  David  Lange  to  present  the  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  in  an  intriguing,  readable,  and  enjoyable  manner.  It  is  certainly  easy  to  see 
that  a  reading  of  this  book  could  renew  the  childhood  interest  that  most  collectors 
had  with  the  Lincoln  cent  After  all,  this  is  the  coin  that  virtually  every  one  of  us 
started  our  numismatic  endeavors  with. 


i  ^  jfci- . 

COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 
gem  specimen  of  the  most  desired 

“type”  in  the  series . 4,950 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Essentially  bril¬ 
liant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne 
iridescence.  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  highly  desired  issue . 1,995 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Always 

in  demand . 1,495 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-55 .  1,095 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,150 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS65.  Brilliant  .  1,099 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS 
and  NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked 
Premium  Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with 
brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Each 
coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an 
excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 


special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of 
commemorative  coins,  one  of  America’s 
most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than 
PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the 
preceding  listing.)  As  many  other  dis¬ 
criminating  buyers  have  done  for  40 
yecirs,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
your  headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

MS^3 

$1295 

MS64 

MS65 

1921  Alabama  plain 

475 

$795 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

595 

$2950 

1936  Albany 

235 

259 

350 

1937  Antietam 

510 

630 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

98 

259 

1935-D 

98 

265 

1936 

89 

295 

1936-D 

125 

395 

1936-S 

89 

1937 

89 

295 

1937-D 

135 

1937-S 

115 

395 

1938 

135 

1938-D 

175 

1938-S 

165 

1939 

299 

350 

1939-D 

315 

1939-S 

315 

350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

119 

140 

Boone  type 

1934 

■  89 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

115 

1935-S 

115 

1935/34 

145 

1935/34-S 

525 

850 

1936 

95 

105 

155 

1936-D 

115 

^^Let  them  read  books!”  — Marie  Antoinette 
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Some  Great  Little  Stories 
in  Bowers  and  Merena’s 


“Little  Editions" 


A  Tale  from  the  1890s: 

A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 


hyA.L.  Drummond 
A  detective  story,  told  by  die 
former  Chief  of  the  United 
States  Secret  Service,  about 
missing  gold  and  its  recovery. 


A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin  Market 

by  Q.  Daind  Bowers 

Stories  of  the  boom-and-bust  market  for 
commemoratives  in  the  1930s  ^nd  an  action  plan  for  the 
beginner. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the  Coin 
Collectors  Kline 

by  Dr.  Joel J.  Orosz,  NLG 

An  intriguing  mystery  is  solved  in  this  investigation  of  two 
important,  yet  relatively  unknown,  names  of  the  1800s. 

Woodward^ s  Sale 
of  the  John  F.  McCoy  Collection 


l«»t> 


vi*> 


pluliuWU**' 


A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin-related  topics, 
from  famous  (and  not-so-famous)  figures  in  numismatic 
history  to  studies  on  popular  series  to  investigative  reports. 
Each  “Litde  Edition”  is  a  fascinating  read,  whether  you  are 
new  to  collecting  or  an  “old  timer.”  Written  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  a  variety  of  other  numismatic  personahties, 
these  small  volumes  will  provide  hours  of  enjoyment. 

The  first  set  of  four  volumes  includes; 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excursion  back  to  the  exciting,  early  days  of  American  coin  collecting  in  the  1 860s. 


These  volumes  retail  for  S5.95  each  but  right  now 
you  can  buy  all  Jour  for  only  Si9. 951 


VARIETY 

MS63 

MS64 

MS65 

1936-S 

$115 

$175 

1937 

115 

175 

1937-0 

$295 

335 

490 

1937-S 

525 

1938 

415 

495 

1938-S 

415 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

125 

135 

295 

1925-S  California 

175 

239 

840 

Carver-Washington 

195 1-D 

45 

195 1-S 

95 

1952 

19 

1952-D 

195 

1952-S 

99 

1953 

49 

1953-D 

49 

1953-S 

89 

1954 

39 

1954-D 

39 

49 

1954-S 

39 

35 

79 

VARIETY 

Cincinnati  type 

MS63 

MS«4 

MS«5 

1936 

$265 

1936-D 

285 

$315 

$630 

1936-S 

289 

315 

1936  Cleveland 

75 

89 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

195 

210 

1936-D 

210 

225 

1936-S 

265 

1892  Columbian 

795 

1893  Columbian 

85 

125 

1935  Connecticut 

225 

265 

1936  Delaware 

239 

375 

1936  Qgin 

195 

205 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

189 

295 

835 

1928  Hawaiian 

2495 

4950 

1924  Huguenot 

115 

140 

535 

1946  Iowa 

85 

89 

109 

1925  Lexington 

109 

140 

650 

1918  UncoMII. 

98 

169 

625 

Strange  But  True... 

STRANGE  BUTTHUE,  Part  1  :  In  the  early  1860s  federally-issued  “greenback* 
paper  notes  were  not  used  in  the  state  of  California!  Commerce  was  conducted  via 
gold  and  silver  coins. 

O  O  ©  0 

STRANGE  BUT  TRUE,  Part  2:  In  Denver,  Colorado,  in  the  early  1860s,  $5  pa¬ 
per  notes  issued  by  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  were  worth  more  than  $5  “greenback* 
notes  issued  by  Uncle  Sam!  Why?  Because  the  Treasury  would  not  redeem  its  $5 
notes  in  gold  coins.  On  the  other  hand,  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  redeemed  its  notes  in 
gold  on  demand. 


How 

To 

Order 


VARIETY 

MS83 

MS64 

MS65  VARIETY  M863 

MS64 

MS65 

1936  Long  Island 

$79 

$95 

$365 

1936  Wisconsin  $189 

$199 

$239 

1936  Lynchburg 

185 

195 

295 

1936  York  175 

185 

210 

1920  Maine 

155 

210 

575 

BTWType 

1934  Maryland 

145 

165 

369 

1946 

25 

39 

1921  Missouri 

699 

194frS 

28 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

1947 

39 

192T6  Monroe 

125 

19470 

39 

1938  New  Rochelle 

315 

1947-S 

39 

79 

1936  Norfolk 

410 

1948 

65 

Oregon  Trail  firpe 

19480 

55 

65 

1926 

145 

209 

1948-S 

65 

192frS 

145 

209 

1949 

79 

99 

1928 

219 

299 

19490 

99 

19334) 

280 

315 

1949-S 

99 

1934-D 

175 

195 

1950 

49 

69 

1936 

155 

209 

1950-D 

49 

69 

1936-S 

169 

195 

1950-S  25 

45 

1937-D 

185 

209 

1951 

39 

59 

1938 

225 

255 

19510 

59 

65 

19380 

245 

285 

1951-S 

65 

1938^5 

245 

259 

COMMEMORATIVE 

19390 

695 

1939-S 

515 

695 

nni  n  rniiviQ 

191M  PanOac 

695 

1920  Pilgrim 

89 

115 

479 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS66 

1921  Pilgrim 

165 

235 

750 

(PCGS).  Virtually  identical  in  design  to 

Rhode  Island  type 

the  1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars. 

1936 

105 

235 

Only  5,016  examples  were  issued.2,950 

19380 

89 

105 

235 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63 

1938^5 

89 

105 

245 

iXCKjb).  A  splendid  specimen. .. 

1937  Roanoke 

195 

215 

239 

Kemarkable  Proonike  Jefferson  81 

1936  Robinson 

89 

109 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar. 

1935-S  San  Diego 

69 

79 

89 

Jefferson  portraiL  MS64  (PCGS).  Fully 
prooflike  and  very  closely  resembling 

19380  San  Diego 

85 

99 

1926  Sesqui 

169 

415 

4950 

ultj  rrooi  r<iriut»  oi  inis  yeai . 

1925  Stone  ML 

69 

209 

xavo  AARuisicuia  UVIMU. 

JefiPerson  portrait.  MS^4  (PCGS).  Elspe- 

Texas  type 

1934 

99 

119 

155 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  ffold  dollar.  MS- 

1935 

155 

64  fPCGS).  Brilliant. ... 

..  1.095 

193&0 

119 

155 

Gem  1.416  McKinlev  Gold  .41 

1938S 

119 

155 

1916  McKinley  gold 

TPCGS).  Brilliant . 

dollar. 

MS-65 

1936 

119 

.2.795 

19360 

119 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle. 

1938S 

119 

155 

AU-58  (PCGS) . 

..  1,595 

19370 

119 

1926  Sesqnicentennial  quarter  eagle. 

1937-S 

119 

155 

MS-64.  Brillicuit . 

..1,195 

1938 

Z/b 

zw 

19380 

309 

Shipping  Chaises  for  Books 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders 

1938^8 

309 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

425 

1050 

1927  Vermont 

179 

By  Mail:  Bowers  and  Merena 
Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

By  Telephone:  Toll  free  (800)  222-5993 
(In  New  Hampshire  569-5095) 

By  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


TERMS  OF  SALE 

^  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

^  SO-day  return  privilege  (7  days 
for  certified  coins). 

^  Photograde  and  ANA  grading. 

^  Visa,  Masterccird,  and 
AmeriCcin  Express  accepted. 

^  Please  add  $5.00  postage  on  all 
orders  under  $500.00. 

^  For  overnight  delivery  via  Fed¬ 
eral  Express,  order  before  1  p.m. 
Ecistern  time.  Free  on  orders  of  $500 
or  more;  $10  on  orders  under  $500. 


As  hard  as  we  try  to  make  sure  that  no  errors 
occur  in  this  newspaper,  sometimes  things  can 
slip  by.  We  are  not  responsible  for  any  typo¬ 
graphical  errors  in  prices  or  otherwise. 


KEEP 

The  Coin 


Do  you  want  to  receive  the  next 
issue  of  The  Coin  Collector?  If 
the  answer  is  YES,  simply  do  one 
of  the  following: 

□  Order  $25  or  more  worth  of  items 
from  this  issue,  and  the  next  few 
issues  will  come  your  way.  (If  you 
have  cilready  ordered  from  any  of 
the  four  previous  issues,  you  will 
automatically  receive  copies.) 

□  Send  $29  for  a  full  year’s  sub- 


Collector 

COMING! 

scription  to  The  Coin  Collector  AND 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  America’s 
leading  rare  coin  magcizine  (six  is¬ 
sues,  list  price  $10  each).  A  value  of 
over  $90. 

□  Send  $95  for  a  full  ye^u-’s  sub¬ 
scription  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
publications  including  The  Coin 
Collector,  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
and  five  of  our  Grand  Format™  coin 
auction  catalogues,  a  value  of  over 
$200  if  purchased  separately! 


1CC#62| 

□  Please  send  The  Coin  Collector  as 
well  as  the  Rare  Com  Review.  ($29) 
G  Pleasesendafullsubscription.($95) 


Name 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Return  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Dept 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

I’ve  enclosed  my  □  Check  □  Money 
Order  or  charge  to  my  (check  one) 

□  Visa  OMC  OAmEx 

Credit  Card  Number  Exp.  Date 


